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U.S., USSR agree to press for 
Mideast Geneva talks 

GENEVA, May 19 (R)„ — The United States and the 
Soviet Union today agreed to press forward with plans 
to reconvene a Middle East peace conference au- 
tumn; despite a rightwing victory In Tuesday’s Israeli 
general election, a'U.S. spokesman said. Secretary of 
' State Cyrus Vance -and Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko reached a consensus on this during a 105- 
mtnot e meting here devoted to the Middle situa- 
tion, the spokesman said. . 
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Mondale, Vorster continue talks 

VIENNA, May 19 (R). — U.S. Vice President Walter 
Mondale and South African Prime Minister John Vorster 
conferred for more than six hours today in talks which 
both sides have described as critical for achieving a 
peaceful settlement in Southern Africa. A final meeting 
tomorrow originally scheduled to last only one hour 
has been brought forward an hour. The vice president’s 
spokesman, Mr. A1 Eisele, told reporters Mr. Mondale 
and Mr. Vorster had agreed to make no comment until 
after tomorrow's session when they will hold separate 
news conferences. Today’s two rounds of talks, held 
amid intensive security in a Viennese palace, lasted 
nearly 30 minutes longer than the scheduled six hours. 
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3 Arab leaders hold mini-summit 
in Riyadh for talks on Mideast 
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RIYADH, May 19 <R). — Pre- 
sident Anwar Sadat of Egypt, 
Syrian- President Hafez Assad 
and King Khaled of Saudi Ara- 
bia met here tonight for two 
-hours of talks on the Middle 
East. 

Informed sources said, the 
talks were believed to focus 
on a concerted Arab attitude 
to resumption of the Geneva 
peace conference. 

Tonights meeting of 'the 


three leaders precedes a visit 
to Washington by Prince Fahd 
Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi Ara- 
bia for talks with President 
Jimmy Carter. 

The summit c*™* in the wa- 
ke of Arab concern at the ri- 
gfatwtng Likud Party’s victory 
in the Israeli general elections 
and its likely impact on efforts 
to resolve the Middle East cri- 
sis, the sources said. 

The meeting brought togeth- 


After Likud victory 

Waldheim expects Geneva 
MX talks to be delayed 


GENEVA, May 19 (R). — U.N. 
Secretary General Kurt Wald- 
heim said today he expected 
that the election victory of the 
rightwing Likud Party in Is- 
rael's general election would 
delay the reconvening of the 
Middle East peace conference, 
possibly beyond the end of this 
year. 

If nothing happened this 
year, “the situation will dete- 
riorate dramatically and I wo- 
uld not exclude in such a case 
another military confronta- 
tion,** the United Nations chief 
told a press conference in Ge- 
neva, on the scene of Soviet- 
American talks on the .Middle 
East 

American officials were said 
privately to be shocked by Mr. 
Waldheim’s comments. 

OnbUjS official said Washi- 
ngton planned to continue hi- 
gh-level consultations with Mi- 
ddle East leaders re ga rdl e ss, of 
ZSraaTs shift to the right in 
Tuesday's election. 

U.S. Secretary of State Cy- 
rus Vance and Soviet -Foreign 
Mrpister-Aadrei Gromyko con- 


ferred here today on how to 
reach a Middle East peace set- 
tlement Their countries are co- 
chairmen of the Geneva peace 
talks, which the U.S. wants to 
re -convene later this year af- 
ter a four-year interruption. 

Mr. Waldheim told his press 
conference : ‘'Certainly the new 
situation (in Israel) - will not 
facilitate the negotiating pro- 
cess. 

“Many of the talks which 
have taken place in the past 
will have to be renewed with 
the new authorities... 

“I don’t think we expect an 
early convening of the (Gene- 
va) conference, maybe before 
the end of this year. But even 
this is questionable in the li- 
ght of latest developments.** 

A U.S. spokesman declined 
to comment on Mr. Waldheim's 
gloomy assessment of the situ- 
ation. . 

But he said that when pres- 
sed, Mr. Waldheim “made it 
clear he was speaking for him- 
self and not Vance or Gromy- 
ko” 

Mr. Waldheim met the two 
ministers separately today. 
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Soviet-American SALT 
talks appear to have 
some progress 
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GENEVA, May 19 (AFP). — 
Soviet-American . negotia t io n s 
on limitation of the spread of 
strategic nuclear weapons, app- 
ear to have made progress af- 
ter a morning of hard bargain- 
ing between United States Se- 
cretary of State Cyrus Vance 
and -Soviet Minister Andrei 
Gromyko; 

-Describing talks this morn- 
ing. American spokesman Hod- 
ding Carter said : Mr. Vance 
and Mr. Gromyko had “inten- 
sive discussions", on Strategic 
Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) 
and that they had agreed on 
a “pause for reflexion" in this 
tome- by switching their talks 
to Middle Eastern problems 
this afternoon- 

They will resume the SALT 
talks on Friday, the American 
spokesman said. He stressed 
that ft had been Mr. Vance 
and Mr. Gromyko who had. do- 

- ne most of the talking this 
morning rather than their aides. 

This would indicate that,, af- 
ter setting out the positions 
-■■of ' each - country during their 
-first meeting yesterday ft the 
"Soviet mission to the United 
Nations in Geneva, they, had 
sow' entered the . negotiating 
phase of their talks. 

- The impression that the tal- 
-ks were making progress was 
reinforced by the fact that Mr. 

. Vance and Mr. Gromyko had 
decided to interrupt their SALT, 
negotiations until tomor row . Jt 
would appear that the two si- 
des are trying to strike a bar- 
gain in which each side is giv- 
ing serious consideration to the 
-other’s proposals. 

This would represent consi- 
derable progress vis-vis Mr- 
. Vance’s faik$ on arms Imuta- 
. hems in. Moscow in March, wh- 
en Kremlin leaders, rejected 
! the American proposals out ; of 
hapd and were not even willing 
—to discuss, them. 

Another positive . sign was 
the . American spokesman's sta- 
.tetrient that the talks were b- 
kely to continue rata mmaay 
-'on Saturday instead of ending 
-bn. -Friday, 1 as had been plfln- 
• ned; >;;• 

Observer? HkewiSe noted that 
the ^oflfciiaJSo^' TASS news 4 




agency’s account of yesterday’s 
negotiations made no mention 
of the Vladivostok agreement 
between former President Ge- 
rald Ford and Soviet Commu- 
nist Party chief Leonid Brez- 
hnev. 

This fixed the ceiling on st- 
rategic nuclear vectors (miss- 
iles or aircraft) at 2,400 for ea- 
ch of the superpowers in an 
eventual second SALT agre- 
ement 

The observers interpreted 
this as a sign that the Soviet 
Union was prepared to accept 
lower ceilings as President Jim- 
my Carter has proposed. 

The first sign that Moscow 
was moving towards a reduc- 
tion in the ceilings on vectors 
came last week from Boston 
Globe correspondent William 
Beecher, who quoted several 
high-ranking Soviet officials 
who specialise in arms limita- 
tion problems as saying that 
the Soviet Union might accept 
a cut of 10 per cent in the le- 
vels set at Vladivostok, 

It is clear here that the SALT 
question win dominate the la- 
test round of talks between Mr. 
Vance and Mr. Gromyko. The 
Middle East will be discussed 
at only one session, later today, 
and neither side intends to . re- 
open the question after this 
meeting. 

The victory of the rightist 
Likud party in this week’s ele- 
ctions in Israel has upset all 
calculations in the Middle East 
and it appears that both the 
American secretary of state 
and Mr. Gromyko recognise 
that negotiations have been 
blocked momentarily and that 
it is pointless at this juncture 
to devote much time to the 
question. 

' But the American spokesman 
stressed that U-N. Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim's sta- 
tement ^earlier today that the 
chances of resuming the stal- 
led Geneva Middle Eastern 
peace conference in 19T7 were 
now considerably reduced was 
Mr, Waldheim’s personal opin- 
ion. _ 

Mr. Waldheim made the sta- 
tement after conferring for two 
hours with Mr. Vance. 


er two of the main states con- 
fronting Israel -- Egypt and 
Syria -- and the main suppor- 
ting state Saudi Arabia. 

President Sadat met Mr. 
Carter in Washington last 
month while President Assad 
had talks with the American 
leader in Geneva last week. 

Prince Fahd told reporters 
here today that President Car- 
ter had shown “significant and 
constructive” interest in the 
Arab cause at the start of his 
administration. 

Official sources said the 
three leaders would continue 
their talks later tonight follo- 
wing a dinner King Khaled is 
giving for Mr. -Sadat and Mr. 
Assad. 

In Kuwait, Kuwait’s newspa- 
pers today gave prominence to 
the Arab mini-summit. 

The daily newspaper As Si- 
yassah said the summit was 
expected to discuss “the circu- 
mstances of a fifth (Arab-Israe- 
li) war which has become al- 
most certain” following the vi- 
ctory of the rightwing Likud 
in Israel’s general elections. 

It quoted diplomatic sources 
as saying that the arrival of 
President Assad in Riyadh yes- 
terday -- a day before the 
summit was due to open, en- 
tailed a belief that the situa- 
tion on the “confrontation lin- 
es” with Israel would soon 
deteriorate. 

Another newspaper A1 Ral 
Al Aam hoped that the sum- 
mit would draw up a dear cut 
strategy and a coordinated po- 
licy "in this critical stage thr- 
ough which the Arab nation is 
passing.” 

Al Rai Al Aam said the Car- 
te r-Fahd meeting would be po- 
litically of important dimen- 
sions. 

The refusal by Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates 
to raise the oil prices more than 
five per cent was used as me- 
ans to give Washington time 
to achieve a solution for the 
Middle East problem, the new- 
spaper said. 


Begin 


stops 


short of 



annexation 


proposing 
of West Bank to Israel 


His Majesty King Hussein welcomes Sultan Qabus of Oman upon 
his arrival at Amman airport Thursday. (JNA photo). 

Qabus arrives here 
for private visit 


TEL AVIV, May 19 (Agencies) 
— Mr. Menachem Begin, lea- 
der of Israel's rightwing Likud 
Party, which emerged as the 
country's biggest party in Tu- 
esday’s elections, today promi- 
sed to establish new Jewish 
settlements in occupied areas 
and offered protection and Is- 
raeli citizenship for West Bank 
Arabs who wanted them. 

At his first public appearance 
since his election triumph, Mr. 
Begin said at Kafr Qaddum 
near Nablus, the largest town 
on the West Bank : "We do not 
want to deprive a single one 
of them (the Arabs) of his land. 
In this wonderful country, 
there is room for the Arabs 
on their soil and for Jews who 
will come to make the home- 
land fruitful.” 

The Kafr Qaddum settlement 
was established over a year 
ago by extremist Jews in def- 
iance of the Labour government 
then in power. Mr. Begin ass- 
ured them that further Jewish 
encroachment would be allo- 
wed under his rule. 


AMMAN (JNA). — Sultan 
Qabus Ibn Said of Oman arri- 
ved here Thursday on a short 
private visit. 

The sultan, greeted with a 
21-gun salute, was welcomed 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
Ion arrivaL • 

His Highness Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
Chief of the Royal Court Sha- 
rif Abdul Hamid Sharaf and 


other top officials were also at 
the airport to greet the Omani 
ruler. 

A guard of honour saluted 
and the two national anthems 
played as King Hussein and 
Sultan Qabus mounted the dais 
at the airport. 

After a short rest at the ro- 
yal lounge, the King and the 
sultan drove to the Hashimiyeh 
Palace. 


Junblatt, Khaddam hold talks on 
progress of peace in Lebanon 


DAMASCUS, May 19 (Agen- 
cies) — New Lebanese Progr- 
essive Socialist Party (PSP) 
leader Walid Junblatt today 
met Syrian Foreign Minister 
Abdul Halim Khaddam here. 

Mr. Junblattis visit, his first 
to Damascus, followed an in- 
vitation from President Hafez 
Assad. 

The PSP leader, who succe- 
eded his father after his March 
16 assassination, said be had 
come here mainly “to thank 
President Assad for his condo- 
lences after the death of my 
father”. 

He added also that he wo- 
uld examine developments in 
the Lebanese situation on a lo- 
cal and Arab level with Syrian 
leaders. 

Baath Party Regional Comm- 
and member, Abdallah Anmar, 
welcoming Mr. Junblatt, said 
the aim of the visit was to 
reinforce the process of peace 
and security in Lebanon. 

The PSP delegation will retu- 
rn to Beirut tomorrow after 
meeting President Assad when 
he returns from a Saudi-Syri- 
an-Egyptian summit in Riyadh. 

In Beirut, Saudi Arabia’s de- 
legate to the four-sided Arab 
comitt ee responsible for over- 
seeing the Palestinian presence 
in Lebanon, Ali Al Sha’i said 
today that the committee will 
meet soon In Cairo: 

Well-informed sources said 
the committee -- made up of 
representatives from Kuwait, 
Egypt and Syria in addition 
to Saudi Arabia - - would meet 
on Saturday. 

It would be the first meet- 
ing since the Arab League co- 
uncil renewed, in March, the 
committee's mandate for two 
months beyond the scheduled 
date of expiration. May 26. 

Announcing the Cairo conc- 
lave after talks with Lebanese 
President Elias Sarkis, Mr. Al 
Sha’ir hinted that it could sig- 
nal a breakthrough in relations 
with the Palestinian resistance. 

'Thanks to the good inten- 
tions expressed by all parties, 
matters are moving toward an 
overall solution,” he said. 

Mr. Al Sha’ir, who is also 
Saudi Arabia's ambassador he- 
re, met on Wednesday with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat, fueling speculation that an 
agreement on Palestinian for- 
ces had been worked out. 

A revision of the 1969 Cairo 
agreement which governs the 
presence of Palestinians In Le- 
banon recently drew criticism 
from the desistance on the gr- 
ounds that it was too severe. 

The Lebanese- government's 


revision of the agreement bro- 
ght criticism for two main re- 
asons : Its limiting to seven 
the number of authorized mili- 
tiamen per one thousand Pales- 
tinian refugee camp residents, 
and what was considered inade- 
quate provisions for defense of 
the camps against Israeli-laun- 
ched attacks after collection of 
heavy weapons from them. 

Differences over revision of 
the text have so far split the 
quadripartite committee, which 
is headed by President Sarkis. 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Egy- 
pt have supported the Pales- 


tinian position while Syria, wh- 
ose troops make up the bulk 
of the 30,000-strong Arab Lea- 
gue peace force here, has ba- 
cked the Lebanese stand. 

In Sidon, official sources said 
today that three Lebanese who 
crossed into Israel and stayed 
there for some time have been 
arrested by Arab peace-keep- 
ing forces. 

The rightists have been sup- 
ported by Israeli forces in 
their clashes with the leftist- 
Palestinian alliance, and have 
on many occasions crossed the 
border into Israel for commer- 
cial or medical purposes. 


Hussein : What 
could be 
discussed 
with Begin! 

AMMAN, (JNA). — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein said Thursday 
that it is premature to state 
that the results of Tuesday’s 
Israeli elections would either 
hinder or foster the march to- 
wards peace in the Middle East. 

In answer to a question by 
a United Press correspondent 
here, the King said that the 
results point more towards ex- 
tremism. 

"There was a feeling that the 
majority of Israelis were incli- 
ned towards peace, but the re- 
sults have shown, in this stage, 
that it is not true,” the King 
said. 

Asked about the possibility 
of holding a quadripartite me- 
eting with Presidents Hafez Ass- 
ad and Anwar Sadat of Syria 
and Egypt and the Israeli pre- 
mier, he wondered : "What can 
be discussed at such a meet- 
ing when Likud leader Begin 
describes the West Bank as li- 
berated lands ... It is very 
clear that it is extremely diffi- 
cult to discuss such a matter.” 


France, Sudan condemn foreign 
interference in Africa, Red Sea 


PARIS, May 19 (AFP). — Fra- 
nce and Sudan today condem- 
ned all foreign interference in 
Africa, particularly in east Af- 
rica and the Red Sea area. 

The position was reflected 
in a joint communique publish- 
ed at the end of a three-day 
state visit by Sudenese Presi- 
dent Jaafar Nixneiri, who flew 


out this morning. 

(He arrived later in Egypt 
for a two-day visit and talks 
in Alexandria tomorrow with 
Egyptian President Anwar Sa- 
dat) 

The communique said French 
companies would increase their 
investment in Sudan in a sec- 
tion devoted to bilateral links, 


Israeli working class 
voted heavily for Likud 


TEL AVIV, May 19 (AFP). — 
The upset victory of the right 
in the Israeli parliamentary ele- 
ction was largely due to a ma- 
ssive protest vote from wor- 
kers, an analysis of the voting 
showed today. 

Analysis of balloting showed 
that the middle classes voted 
for Labour, while intellectuals 
and the wealthy cast ballots 
in general for the new Demo- 
cratic Movement for Change 
(DMC) set up by Mr. Yigal Ya- 
din, the archaeologist who tra- 
nscribed the Dead Sea scrolls. 

Prof. Dan Horiwitz, one of 
the most incisive observers of 
the Israeli political scene, said 
the surprise in the election on 
Tuesday resulted above all 
from “protest voting.” 

In many countries, citizens 
protest against the administra- 
tion by voting for the left be 
said. But in Israel, where 
the Labour Party has reigned 
since tiie country was founded 
m 1948, people could only pro- 


test by voting for the rightw- 
ing. 

The heaviest vote for the ri- 
ghtwing "Likud" coalition ca- 
me from working class neigh- 
bourhoods, and from new to- 
wns inhabited mainly by Jew- 
ish immigrants from Arab co- 
untries. 

In kubbutzim and coopera- 
tive villages with a higher sta- 
ndard of living, Labour's tradi- 
tionally strong position was ba- 
ttered by the DMC 

In affluent neighbourhoods 
of Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and Ha- 
ifa, most votes were divided 
among the DMC, the Civil Ri- 
ghts ticket and the Sheli Party, 
which advocates returning all 
occupied territories to the Ara- 
bs and setting up a Palestinian 
state. 

But Sheli failed to win the 
support of Israeli Arabs. About 
half of them voted for the pro- 
Moscow "Rakah” communist 
Party ... the rest of the Arab 
vote was split among the var- 
ious Israeli parties and candid- 
ates for Arab clans. 


but made no mention of mili- 
tary cooperation. 

Gen. Nimeiri and French he- 
ad of state Valery Giscard d’Es- 
taing held long talks on milita- 
ry questions during the visit 
and yesterday the two countr- 
ies’ defence ministers had a 
45-minute session on military 
cooperation. 

Informed French sources said 
Sudan, which this week expel- 
led Soviet military advisors, 
was considering purchasing 
French tanks, helicopters, com- 
munications equipment and po- 
ssibly French aircraft. 

Hie communique said the 
two presidents were convinced 
that African countries should 
settle their problems themselv- 
es by peaceful means without 
foreign intervention, so as to 
be able to devote themselves 
to the priority task of contin- 
ental development 

The communique said that 
Khartoum approved the Fren- 
ch military intervention in Za- 
ire against rebel forces in the 
copper-rich Shaba province and 
condemned any attacks on the 
territorial Integrity of African 
states. 

On the French territory of 
Afars and Issas (Djibouti), the 
two heads of state called on 
all neighbouring countries to 
respect its sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity. Djibouti is 
due for independence on June 
27. 

A joint Franco- Sudanese co- 
mmission composed of civil se- 
rvants will meet periodically 
to discuss bilateral cooperation, 
the communique said. 

It called for an eariv agree- 
ment on protection of French 
investments in the Sudan. 


At the same time, Arabs wo- 
uld be allowed to choose whe- 
ther to remain Jordanian na- 
tionals or become Israelis, he 
said. 

Radio Israel, in its Arabic 
broadcast, today quoted Mr. 
Begin as saying in an intervi- 
ew with America’s NBC tele- 
vision that the West Bank was 
not negotiable and ought to 
have the same status as Tel 
Aviv or Haifa. 

Mr. Begin was also quoted 
as saying that this would not 
amount to annexation, as it 
was part of Israel originally. 

Israel’s Labour Party, ousted 
in the general elections this 
week after 29 years in power, 
today refused to join a coali- 
tion government led by the Li- 
kud Party. 

Acting Premier Shimon Pe- 
res told a meeting of Labour 
leaders that the party had "ve- 
ry real differences” with the 
Likud. 

‘These differences are over 
the ( occupied Arab) territories, 
over negotiations with the 
Arabs and over relations with 
Washington,” Mr. Peres said. 

Labour was invited to join a 
coalition by Mr. Begin, who is 
due to meet Mr. Peres tomor- 
row for talks on foreign and 
defence policy. 

But, at variance with Mr. 
Be gin's statements, a leading 
member of the party said it 
wanted peace talks with the 
country’s Arab neighbours on 
a Middle East settlement. 

Mr. Zalman Shoval indicat- 
ed the Likud, which has tra- 
ditionally taken a hard line on 
relations with the Arabs, wou- 
ld be ready to discuss the fu- 
ture of the West Bank, occu- 
pied by Israel since the 1967 
war. 

While Mr. Begin, who is al- 
most certain to become prime 
minister, sought coalition part- 
ners among other parties, Mr. 
Shoval alleged : "The Likud 
has always dearly said that we 
favoured peace negotiations 
without any pre-set condi- 
tions.” 

He claimed : “When we me- 
et with Arab leaders at the 
conference table, we will be 
■ready to discuss all possible 
subjects." 

The party, which emerged as 
a surprise victor in the general 


elections, is likely to have as 
many as 42 seats in the new 
parliament when elections re- 
turns are completed. 

The ousted Labour Party, 
which ruled Israel since its in- 
ception in 1948, is expected to 
have only 32 or 33 seats in the 
120-member Knesset. 

Mr. Begin, a one-time Israeli 
underground guerrilla chief, 
has said the Likud is prepared 
for “territorial negotiations" 
with Jordan, Egypt and .Syria. 

Government officials had ea- 
rlier said privately that Isra- 
el's dependence on the United 
States would also force a mo- 
re conciliatory attitude on Mr. 
Begin. 

In his attempts to buOd a 
coalition, Mr. Begin 's party has 
been in contact with the new- 
ly-founded Democratic Movem- 
ent for Change (DMC) which is 
expected to end up with 14 or 
15 seats. The DMCs foreign 
policy is virtually identical to 
that of the Labour Party. 

Differences between the Li- 
kud and the DMC over future 
cooperation were said to focus 
on constitutional issues rather 
than foreign policy. 

The DMC is seeking an over- 
haul of electoral law and fresh 
elections in two years. 

The Likud has told civil ser- 
vants that only obviously po- 
litical appointees among their 
ranks risked losing their jobs. 
One likely to go was Foreign 
Ministry Director General Sh- 
lomo Avineri. 

Mr. Peres reassured Labour 
leaders that “Israel's place in 
the world has not changed be- 
cause of the vote." 

"But I doubt whether our 
election results will be partic- 
ularly helpful in helping to sol- 
ve Israel's differences with the 
United States, ’’ he added. 

Mr. Peres said the majority 
of voters who deserted the La- 
bour Party had cast their bal- 
lots for the DMC though some 
had contributed to give Likud 
an additional seat or two. 

He said at least one seat ga- 
ined by the Rakah communist 
Party was as a result of incr- 
eased nationalist feeling by Is- 
raeli Arabs. Rakah is widely 
considered here as the legal 
voice of Arab nationalist oppo- 
sition to the government. 


Bhutto presents new 
proposals to opposition 


ISLAMABAD, May 19 (AFP). 
— Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto has presented new pro- 
posals to the opposition, a spo- 
kesman for the opposition Pa- 
kistani National Alliance (PNA) 
said here today. 

The spokesman declined to 
discuss the precise content of 
the proposals but said they 
went beyond the organisation 
of new provincial elections 
which the prime minister had 
proposed during a first series 
of negotiations, broken off 
last Friday. 

With a “day against tyran- 
ny" called for tomorrow, the 
Pakistani opposition earlier to- 
day turned its protests to the 


legal and constitutional dom- 
ains. 

The PNA said that about 
2,000 people demonstrated in 
the gardens of the high court 
of justice in Lahore today to 
protest against the seventh 
constitutional amendment ad- 
opted recently by parliament. 

The amendment allows the 
holding of referendum by pri- 
me Minister Bhutto and bans 
retroactively any protest in 
courtpower use of the army 
to maintain order. 

Security forces cordoned off 
the high court district, cutting 
up barricades at all exits, but 
the demonstrators dispersed 
calmly and without incident. 
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times Are the Palestinians in occupied 


lands healthier than ever before? 


The triumph of 
prejudice (I) 

This is the first of a two part series on the 
results of the Israeli general elections. 

THERE is a tendency to interpret the rightwing 
1 Likud bloc’s upset victory over the Labour align- 
ment in the Israeli general elections as a protest 
against “the establishment” which has mismanaged 
thMgs so badly and a desire to give someone else a 
go* at running the country. 

That may be so, but the result of the elections 
indicates an ominous swing to the right, a victory 
of the street over the intellectuals, of the shortsighted 
over the men of vision. Likud did not convince people 
that it could succeed where Labour failed, it received 
a vote of confidence from those who had lost patience 
with a vaccflating and hesitant leadership and decided 
it was time for strong action, giving free rein to their 
prejudices in the process. 

According to a preliminary analysis of voting 
patterns in the general elections, the intellectuals, the 
wealthy and the cosmopolitan well-to-do voted for 
the Democratic Movement for Change and small left- 
ist groups, while the middle class voted for Labour. 

Likud drew a good share of its support from 
working class neighbourhoods and new towns 
inhabited mainly by Jewish immigrants from Arab 
countries. 

The first group is composed of the same sort 
of people who voted for former Alabama Governor 
George Wallace in the United States, ultra-national- 
ists with strong rightist tendencies and an unthinking 
loyalty to such values as “my country above all, 
right or wrong.” In the United States these would 
be red-necks, hard-hatters. 

The working class can vote against Labour out 
of dissatisfaction, but a swing to such a strongly 
rightwing group indicates not just dissatisfaction but 
a coincidence of views, sympathy with the aims of 
the right. This is the working class that thinks it is 
better than the working class, that blames the coun- 
try’s economic ills on the very laws and institutions 
that are meant to serv£it; such as social security 
and welfare ; the complaint is not that we are buying 
guns instead of bread, not that we are not spending 
enough on health and education, or that social ser- 
vices are being mismanaged but bang social services, 
bring on the guns and munitions factories. The reac- 
tion is bullheaded - - there is no reason to believe that 
Likud’s economic policies can pull the country out 
of its difficult economic straits ; some people just go 
by blind instinct when they sense they are out of 
their depth, they become stubborn when they can 
reason no further. 


The result of the Israeli ge- 
neral election last Tuesday is 
the main topic in the editori- 
als of all local newspapers. 

AL RAT says the '“victory 
of Deir Yassin killer, Menach- 
em Begin, resulted in a surprise 
reaction in the Arab World, 
especially among those who le- 
ad the peace offensive. “What 
sftist. be immediately perceived 
is that well established Zion- 
ism which was able to create 
the state of Israel has the last 
and the only say in Israeli po- 
licy,” the paper says. 

Mr. Begin and his predece- 
ssors, Mr. Rabin and Mrs. Go- 
lds Meir, all move within the 
already established course, 
the paper says. It adds that 
this roust not be reacted agai- 
nst emotionally but by well ca- 
lculated steps and strong ner- 
ves. Likud’s victory gives more 
than one indicator for future 
years, the paper says. But all 
indicators say that the Arabs 
should be prepared to defend 
themselves against Zionism. 

Under the title "Coup in Isr- 
ael" A1 Dustour says that the 
Likud victory gives the follow- 
ing indications : First, Israel 
has undergone an unusual, un- 
conventional coup de etat ; 
second, this coup will have a 
negative effect on the peace 
' moves in the Middle East ; th- 
ird, it has created a pessimis- 
tic reaction throughout the cap- 
itals a f the world ; fourth, 
that the rightist coup will de- 
prive Israel of the traditional 
affection endwed on it during 
the last 29 years by interna- 
tional socialists ; fifth, fears 
that extreme rightists hold of 
power may entail subsequent 
extremism in the area : and 

sixth, an increased burden of 
responsibility rests on the Un- 
ited States. 

AL SHA*B says Chat the Ara- 
bs should seriously consider mi- 
litary preparation to deal with 
a .-possible failure of the cur- 
rent peace efforts following 
the victory of the Likud. 

’"Such a possibility has gr- 
own with the advent of Mena- 
chem Begin to power,” the pa- 
per added in its editorial. 

In Damascus, the Syrian pr- 
ess warned today that the vic- 
tory of the rightwing Likud in 
Israel's elections posed a thr- 
eat to current peace efforts. 


The daily paper Tashrin pub- 
lished its commentary on the 
election under the headline, 
“likud-does it mean war ?”. 

"If Israel's rulers try to res- 
ort to force and war in order 
to continue the occupation of 
the Arab lands and the denial 
of the Palestinian Arab peop- 
le’s rights, this poses a real 
threat to peace --a threat 
which may at any moment ex- 
plode the situation in the Mid- 
dle East," it says. 

The extent of this threat “de- 
pends on how much the rulers 
in Washington might have ne- 
ed of Israeli intransigence or 
approve of it, for no Israeli re- 
course to war can be indepen- 
dent of the will of Washington, 
in view of the extent of the 
American military, economic 
and political aid Israel rece- 
ives,” the newspaper added. 

■ The daily A1 Thawara, (revo- 
lution), says “the victory of the 
Likud of the terrorist Begin 
confirms the trend towards Is- 
raeli aggressiveness." 

Likud's victory, the paper 
said, “will have a negative eff- 
ect on international efforts to- 
wards a Just peace in the re- 
gion." 

The Baatb newspaper which 
speaks for the ruling party he- 
re says : “if it was true that 
the channel towards peace had 
started to flow in the region 
after recent international diplo- 
matic efforts, then the channel 
towards war has also not left 
the region after the recent Is- 
raeli elections." 

In Cairo, the semi-official ne- 
wspaper AI Ahraro says the vi- 
ctory of Likud should not 
affect the Arab momentum in 
pressing Israel to accept a just 
solution to the Middle East 
conflict. 

“The Arab countries should 
be ready for ail probabilities 
to deal with a new Israeli go- 
vernment," Al Ahram says. 

The paper then gives a len- 
gthy report of the history of 
Likud's party leader former 
"guerrilla” Menachem Begin 
and described him as a terr- 
orist" 

A foreign ministry official 
source yesterday said Mr. Be- 
gin “would not dare to say he 
refuses to negotiate with Pal- 
estinian terrorists, being hims- 
elf a former terrorist” 


By Susan Poyas 

GAZA, May 19 (R)- — Israel 
has published a report saying 
that Palestinians in its occu- 
pied territories are healthier 
than ever before. 

% 

But while the Palestinian 
doctors who work in the area 
agree with the overall premise, 
they attribute the improve- 
ment to time and other deve- 
lopments not directly related 
to the quality of Israeli medi- 
cal care. 

Dr. Kheiri Abu Ramadhan, 
director of health services in 
the Gaza Strip, said better san- 
itation and improved living 
conditions in the past few 
years have sharply reduced 
many illnesses, especially gas- 
tro-intestinal diseases which 
he described as “the killing 
horror of our children." 

Interviewed during a press 
tour of medical facilities in 
Gaza, he said the Israelis are 
doing what they can to meet 
the health needs of the Pales- 
tinians. 

“But the question is," he 
added, "Bow do we compare 
with Hadassah and Tel Hash- 
omer,” referring to Israel's top 
hospitals. 

Dr. Anton Shuhaibar, an ear, 
nose and throat specialist, said 
higher educational and living 
standards rather than better 
medical services were respon- 
sible for the improved health 
of the residents. 

The Israeli report, compiled 
by the Health Ministry, was 
presented to a World Health 


Organisation (WHO) meeting 
which opened in Geneva on 
May 2. The meeting is due to 
discuss health in the occupied 
territories later this month 
when Israel expects to come 
under sharp Arab attack. 

The report said medical ser- 
vices in the Gaza Strip and 
Sinai were more underdeve- 
loped in 1967, when Israel seiz- 
ed the territories, than they 
were in the West Bank. 

While in the West Bank em- 
phasis has now been put on 
the expansion of speciality and 
hospital services, in the Gaza 
Strip most efforts have been 
placed on, preventive health 
services to eradicate wides- 
pread malnutrition, rampant 
infectious diseases and very 
high infant mortality. 

A string of 12 maternal and 
child care centres have been 
established which helped cut 
infant deaths from more than 
160 per 1,000 before 1967 to 
50 now, despite one of the 
highest birth rates in the world, 
the Israeli report said. 

The figures showed that 
more than half of the popula- 
tion in the Gaza Strip was 
under 14 while only 2 per cent 
was aged 65 or more. 

Vaccinaton of children, the 
cornerstone of the infectious 
disease control programme, to- 
gether with improved sanita- 
tion and medical treatment, 
have virtually eradicated from 
the region dreaded diseases 
like malaria, trachoma, cholera 
and smallpox. Other infectious 
diseases such as poliomyelitis, 
measles and tuberculosis, have 


been considerably reduced but 
still remain a problem. 

Dr. Raghda Al Shawwa, a 
paediatrician at the Al Nas- 
ser Children’s Hospital said 
facilities were adequate for the 
local population, but that they 
needed more beds during the 
summer months when the hos- 
pital was usually packed with 
children suffering from stomach 
infections due to poor hygiene. 

Dr. Al Shawwa said the num- 
ber of hospital beds has more 
than doubled to 171 in the 
past 10 years and the number 
of doctors has jumped from 2 
to 16. 

But she complained that at 
least another 10 doctors were 
required. 

Dr. Abu Ramadhan confirm- 
ed that a doctor shortage was 
one of the main problems fac- 
ing the area. He said that 160 
local Palestinian doctors cared 
for a population of 400,000 peop- 
le and that at least another 100 
were needed Medical consul- 
tants from Israel visit the area 
and specially-complicated cas- 
es are sent to Israeli hospitals. 
New departments in orthopae- 
dics, gynaecology and nephro- 
logy have been opened in Gaza 
hospitals in recent years. 

Dr. Abu Ramadhan said the 
Egyptians helped to alleviate 
the doctor shortage by enforc- 
ing an old Egyptian law that 
any Gazan studying medicine 
in Egypt must work for at least 
one year in the Gaza Strip. 
Some 50 doctors have returned 
home under this scheme during 
the past three years. 

Dr. Abu Ramadhan said how- 


ever that many of the doctors 
leave for the rich Gulf states 
which pay them much higher 
salaries. 

Dr. Abu Rama dhan is even 
more concerned about the nur- 
sing situation. Nearly 70 per 
cent of the 500 nurses are mal- 
es and they do not care for 
the female patients. 

“Although there has been 
some progress, families think 
it is degrading for a girl to be 
a nurse,” he said. In general, 
however, the number of nurs- 
es has more than doubled in 
the past 10 years. 

Israeli officials say that the 
WHO meeting in Geneva, 
rather than discussing the he- 
alth situation in the territories, 
will be “exploited" by the 
Arabs for a general attack on 
Israeli rule. 

They recalled that during 
the last year's session the 
Arabs and a majority of Mos- 
lem and other countries dec- 
lared inadmissible a • report by 
a “committee of experts” be- 
cause it gave a favourable re- 
port on the health conditions 
of the Palestinians in the occu- 
pied areas. 


Lindbergh’s famed flight 
to be re-enacted today 
on its 50th anniversary 


LAKELAND, FLORIDA, May 
19 (AFP). — A pilot here plans 
to cross the Atlantic tomorrow 
in a single-engined aircraft to 
imitate the first non-stop Right 
across the North Atlantic by 
Mr. Charles Lindbergh 50 years 
ago. 

Mr. David Gray, 27. said he 
would take off from New York 
for Paris following the great 
circle rente taken by Mr. Lind- 
bergh past Cork, Ireland. 

Mr. Gray, a man from the 
northeastern state of Massa- 
chusetts, flies small craft ac- 
ross the Atlantic city by stag- 
es to deliver them to European 
purchacers. This time he will 
deliver a Piper Cherokee to a 
firm in Belgium. 

It can fly 25 0 kms. an hour 
compared with only 200 kms. 
for Mr. Lindbergh’s Spirit of 
Saint Louis and can cruise at 
an altitude of 3.000 metres, 
more than twice as high as Mr. 
Lindbergh's craft. 


Mr. Gray also will have the 
advantage of an automatic 
pilot device. He plans to mate 
the flight in a mere 22.5 hours. 
It took Mr. Lindbergh U 
hours longer and he nearly 
crashed into tire sea when he 
fell asleep momentarily. 

The two aircraft are as diffe- 
rent as a 1977 Ford and an 
old-time Model T Ford, Mr. 
Gray said. -r 

"I thought maybe when I'm 
old and gray I can tell my 
grand-children I ’did it, even 
though I know it'll be a lot 
easier and a lot less dangerous 
for me than it was for Lind- 
bergh. That guy had real guts, 
“What Lindbergh did then 
was like a flight to the moon 
is today." 

Mr. Gray plans to land at 
Le Bourget Airport like Mr. 
Lindbergh but will be unable 
to take off from exactly the 
same field, where a shopping 
centre has been built. 


Why do people run the Marathon ? 


Meet S. Africa’s next P.M. 


South Africa’s new Foreign Minister, Roelof 
“Pflk” Botha, has clashed with Mr. Andrew Young, 
first black U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
over Mr. Young’s proposed visit to South Africa to 
see black leaders. The controversial foreign minister 
has made headlines many times in his career. He is 
now tipped as a successor to Prime Minister Vorster, 
who, it is reported, is likely to retire soon. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


By Roger Omond 
East London 

LONDON (Gemini). — On" 
April Fool's Day Mr. Roelof F. 
“Pik” Botha was sworn in as 
the country’s new Foreign Mi- 
nister. But Botha is no fooL 

He has come up fast through 
the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. South Africa’s wbites- 
only House of Assembly, am- 
bassador to both the U.S. and 
the United Nations, and now, 
as an important cabinet minis- 
ter, must be considered a con- 
tender to take over as prime 
minister whenever Mr. John 
Vorster decides to retire. 

Mr. Botha has a knack of 
creating headlines wherever he 
goes -- headlines that do not 
often please the far-right 
“verkramptes" of his own Na- 
tional Party. 

Mr. Vorster may have put 
him in the cabinet now, but he 
will have plenty of enemies, 
not least of whom will be the 
Minister of Information and 
Interior, Connie Mulder, who 
had hoped for the foreign aff- 
airs portfolio himself and who 
is the leading contender to suc- 
ceed Mr. Vorster. 

Mr. Botha's most notable 
grabbing of the headlines came 
in October 1974, a scant two 
months after he had been ap- 
pointed U.N. ambassador. Ad- 


dressing the Security Council, 
he said South Africa was com- 
mitted to moving away from 
racial discrimination. 

The speech was greeted with 
incredulity, hope, dismay and 
disbelief - - depending on where 
the hearer stood on the politi- 
cal spectrum. 

South Africa's hardline “ver- 
kramptes” saw it as yet fur- 
ther proof that Mr. Vorster*s 
government was preparing to 
sell the white man down the 
river. 

More enlightened “verligtes” 
in the National Party saw it as 
a sign of hope that the govern- 
ment would ditch some of the 
cruder manifestations of apar- 
theid and press ahead with con- 
solidating the black home- 
lands. 

Radicals, both in South Afri- 
ca and abroad, saw it as a mere 
propaganda weapon to appe- 
ase international opinion: A 
pie-crust promise. 

Since that speech some apar- 
theid signs have gone in post 
offices and other government 
buildings; some top hotels have 
been ooened to blacks who 
can afford the prices: some 

theatres are now multi-racial. 

Certainly Mr. Botha will 
press for more of these limited 
concessions, but he is not about 
to dismantle apartheid. 

He is firmly committed to 


continued white control of 
South Africa: One-man one- 
vote for all would lead to the 
"genocide, demise and ruin’* of 
the whites, he said on an Ame- 
rican T.V. show late last year. 

But after more than 30 mon- 
ths as South Africa’s man in 
Washington and New York, 
where his aggressive diploma- 
cy was a far cry from the dis- 
creet style of the last Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Hilgard Mul- 
ler, Mr. Botha can be expected 
to infuse some sense of the 
realities of international poli- 
tics in the cabinet 

Mr. Botha’s track record is 
that of fighting fire with fire. 
He will not back down from 
his views which are considered 
most enlightened by most na- 
tionalists. 

He did not climb down last 
time he entered parliament and 
made his maiden speech 
traditionally uncon fcroversial 
calling for South Africa to al- 
ien itself more closely with the 
U.N.’s Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

South Africa has never sign- 
ed the declaration, and it is re- 
garded bv many in Pretoria as 
a way-out leftist-liberal docu- 
ment. 

As Mr. Vo rater's cabinet ap- 
pears to be consolidating on 
the rieht. Mr. Botha could find 
himself isolated. But if he does 
manage to persuade the cabi- 
net that South Africa must 
move faster and further away 
from institutionalised racism, 
he could emerge as a minister 
to he reckoned with in Africa 
and the West 

And if he can build no a 
nower base among M.P.S -- 
•something be larks now -- Mr. 
Rotha could be in the ring for 
Mr. Vorster’s crown. 


By Jon Henderson 

LONDON, May 19 (R). — 
It is hardly a momentous his- 
torical fact that in 490 B.C. a 
man called Pheidippides ran 
from Marathon to Athens with 
news of the first Greek victory 
of the Persian wars. 

It is surprising therefore that 
more than 2,000 years later his 
exertions are the source of a 
sporting boom. 

Pheidippides dropped dead 
after telling of the Greek vic- 
tory which may explain why 
Marathon running, a sporting 
memorial to his endeavour, did 
not immediately become a po- 
pular pastime. It has become 
so during recent years and to- 
day running long distances, 
particularly the Marathon, can 
no longer be dismissed as the 
aberration of a lunatic fringe. 

There was such a congestion 
at the start of last month’s 
Boston Marathon in the United 
States that the last few run- 
ners out of a field of more 
than 3,000 took five minutes to 
reach the starting line. The 
size of the field on this occa- 
sion was exceptional but it is 
a general trend that Mara- 
thon fields are getting larger 
and that the number of Mara- 
thon races is increasing. 

One reason for the boom is 
that Marathon running is no 
longer restricted to men. Un- 
til quite recently it was a gene- 
rally-held view, generally held 
by men that is, that to run 
42.19 kms. --the Marathon 
distance even though Marathon 
is only 27 kms. from Athens 
- - was neither becoming, nor 
advisable for the female athle- 
te. 

Since women have gained 
general acceptance in the 
sport, their performances have 
compared increasingly favour- 
ably with men's. This month, 
in San Sebastian, Spain, Miss 
Chantal Lang] ace of France set 
a fastest time for a woman of 
two hours, 35 minutes, 15 
seconds. And in a large field 
dominated by men Miss Lang- 
lace finished 13th. 

But women account for no 
more than a small proportion 


of the rising number of Marath- 
on runners and the reason for 
the sudden surge in popularity 
is not simply emancipation. 

There can be no simple ex- 
planation why people want to 
take part in an event which 
has caused so much human suf- 
fering. One of the most harro- 
wing incidents in Olympic his- 
tory was the finish of the 1908 
Marathon in London when an 
Italian candy maker, Dorando 
Pietri, collapsed on the final 
lap. He eventually crossed the 
finishing line but was disquali- 
fied for receiving assistance and 
left the arena on a stretcher. 

Englishman Jim Peters held 
a 15-minute lead and was 
within sight of the finishing 
line when he collapsed suffer- 
ing from Dehydration at the 
end of the 1954 British Com- 
monwealth Games Marathon 
in Vancouver. He failed 
to complete the course, taking 
11 agonising minutes to cover 
half a lap. and never ran an- 
other Marathon. 

Two Olympic Marathon “win- 
ners” who finished the race 
without looking unduly troub- 
led by their efforts were soon 
revealed to be frauds. A West 
German student who led the 
runners into the Munich sta- 
dium in 1972 was discovered 
to have joined the race only a 
few hundred metres before 
coming into the arena, while in 
St. Louis in 1904 American 
Fred Lore was found to have 
taken a lift in a car. Mr. Lore, 
who was about to receive the 
victor's laurels, said he did it 
as a practical joke. 

Perhaps the most effortless 
of the genuine Marathon run- 
ners was Mr. Abebe Bfirila of 
Ethiopia who won the 1960 
Olympic Gold Medal bare- 
footed and repeated the feat 
four years later, this time 
wearing shoes but having -only 
a few weeks earlier undergone 
an appendix operation. After 
winning he would subject him- 
self to a routine of physical 
exercises that on their own 
would be enough to exhaust 
most men. 

But Mr. Bikila was an excep- 
tion. Running a Marathon takes 
most men to the outer limits 


of suffering. For the great 
Czechoslovak runner Emil Zat- 
opek this suffering transported 
him into a state of trance 
which he remembers being 
woken from by the sound of 
trumpets as he approached his 
triumph in the 1952 Olympic 
Marathon in Helsinki. Having 
been brought back to reality 
it was all Mr. Zatopek could 
do to save himself from falling 
to the ground. 

The demands that a top 
Marathon nmner puts on his 
stamina can be judged from the 
fact that over a period of more 
than two hours he will average 
nearly 21 kms. per hour. 
When Australian Derek Clay- 
ton ran the world’s fastest 
Marathon in two hours, eight 
minutes. 33.6 seconds, he 
averaged under five minutes a 
mile or around three minutes a 
kilometre. 

Manv people believe that 
medical science will bring times 
down still further. 

American Frank Shorter, 
who lost his Olympic title in 
Montreal last year to East 
German Waldemar Cieroinski, 
said he would only try to re- 
gain it in 1980 "if T find some 
good doctors." 

But European champion Ian 
Thompson of Britain believes 
that such techniques as blood 
doping (the extraction, isola- 
tion and then re-infusion of red 
blood cells) are of little conse- 
quence. "Really the Marathon 
is a test of human spirit," he 
says. 

Here Mr. Thompson may 
have provided the clue as to 
whv Marathon running is be- 
coming so popular. 

if. be vend the exertion, the 
oain and the suffering there is 
something deener to be deriv- 
ed from the Marathon we c*” 
begin to understand whv 3,000 
««6 d1p lined up in Boston ear- 
lier this year. Surelv it was 
something more than the 
world's largest convention of 
masochists. 

Someone has said if you 
want to win something you run 
the sprints, if vnu want to ex- 
perience something you run 
a Marathon. 
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Ifis Majesty King Huss e i n, Omani rater Sultan Qabus and Prince n»«an hiwmm matters at the 
HasJrimJyeh Palace Thursday. The sultan is here on a short private visit. 
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His Majesty King Hussein and Sultan Qabus walk together at Amman airport Thursday. 


Yarmouk becomes 
member of world 
university body 

IRBED (JNA). — Yarmouk Uni- 
versity has been accepted as 
a member of the World Uni- 
versities Union. The university 
President, Dr. Adnan Badran, 
received a letter to this effect 
from the deputy secretary ge- 
neral of the union Thursday. 

Yarmouk University was ac- 
cepted as a member of the 
Arab Universities Union last 
November. 

In a separate development. 
Dr. Badran and South Korean 
Ambassador Sang Yung Sob 
discussed ways of strengthen- 
ing cooperation between Yar- 
mouk and Korean universities. 

Dr. Badran informed the am- 
bassador of the university’s 
achievements and future plans, 
as well as designs for the per- 
manent university. 


NATIONAL NOTES 


* AMMAN. — Progress on urgent road and building projects, 
as well as the road maintenance programme, was discussed at 
the monthly meeting of Ministry of Public Works engineers chair- 
ed by Minister -Said Blno Thursday. He stressed the need for 
concerted efforts to complete maintenance work .on all main, 
secondary and village roads according to schedule. 

$ AMMAN. — A seminar on. higher administration in industrial 
development ended- here Thursday. The seminar, held in the 
Public Administration Institute, debated a wide range of subjects 
on the important role of administration in achieving development 
goals. 1 • 

*- AMMAN. — Minister of Culture and Youth Sharif Fawwaz 
Sharaf received the Italian ambassador- in his office Thursday. 

$ AMMAN. — Secretary General of the Foreign Ministry Kamal 
Hmud received the new Saudi ambassador here Thursday. 

# AMMAN. — Two members of the U.S. House of Representati- 
ves will arrive in Amman on May 28 for a short visit to Jordan. 

AMMAN. — The first group of students of Islamic law at 
Martyr Sheikh- Omari wing of the non-commissioned officers* 
headquarters was graduated in a ceremony held there Thursday. 


Sultan Qabus 
arrives here 




on short visit 


(See story page 1) 



Sultan Qabus greets Premier Mudar Badran at Amman airport 
Thursday. Prince Hassan is obscured by the Omani ruler. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Wanted : Stamps 


Dear Sir, 

I am a I3-year-old English 
girl writing to you about my 
interest in collecting postage 
stamps. 

First, I wish to inform you 
a little about myself. I have 
two holes in my heart and 
therefore have to regularly at- 
tend the heart hospital in Lei- 
cester. I need an operation, 
which takes eight-and-a-half 
hours, but a surgeon has told 
my mother that this is impos- 
sible, since I am too weak to 
withstand this kind of surgery. 

Because of this, I will be 
confined to a wheelchair for 
the rest of my life. I will not 
be able to play like other chil- 
dren, but I do have a hobby, 
which is most dear to me and 
gives me great happiness -- I 
collect used postage stamps. 

I am writing this letter sin- 
ce I do not have any Jordanian 
stamps. I would be most plea- 


sed to receive them from in- 
dividuals. companies and banks. 
It does not matter if some are 
duplicates since I can exchan- 
ge them with my friends all 
over the world. 

Newspaper editors all over 
the world have helped by let- 
ting their readers know about 
me and how stamps give me 
great pleasure. Embassies, con- 
suls, banks, large companies 
and postmasters regularly send 
me stamps and make me a ve- 
ry happy girl. 

Her Majesty Queen Elizab- 
eth, His Holiness the Pope and 
princes and princesses from 
many countries have written to 
me So I am saying my pray- 
ers that I may receive stamps 
from your readers. 

Miss Frances Fultwood, 

II Brewster Road, 
Boston, 

Lincolnshire, PE21 ODY, 
England. 




LATTAKIA PORT 
DELEGATION 
VISITS AQABA 

AQABA (JNA). — A delegation 
from the port of Lattakia in 
Syria paid a visit to Aqaba 
Thursday to look into the ways 
that the port authorities have 
solved the chronic congestion, 
which plagued it up to April. 

The delegation also inspected 
the floating berth. 


Jordanian 
supervises 
probe into 
Arab-German 
relations 


AMMAN (J.T.). — A Jordanian 
expert on Arab-German affairs 
will coordinate and supervise 
a study aimed at drawing up 
a balance-sheet of relations be- 
tween the Arab World and 
West Germany. 

Dr. Aref Hajjaj will work 
with Dr. Karl Kaiser, head of 
the Research Institute of the 
German Association of Foreign 
Policy, which is organising the 
project along with the Volks- 
wagen Foundation. 

Middle East experts, econom- 
ists and parliamentarians will 
contribute to the study, which 
will focus on the Middle East 
conflict, oil and the Euro-Arab 
dialogue. 

The findings of the team will 
be published as work progres- 
ses and later followed by the 
publication of a book covering 
the entire field of research. 

A project in the same vein 
was sponsored in 1976 by the 
Volkswagen Foundation in as- 
sociation with the Develop- 
ment Institute at Bochum Uni- 
versity and the German Orient 
Institute in Hamburg. 

Last year’s venture centred 
on the economic integration of 
the Arab World and took the' 
shape of a “feasibility study”. 
It also dealt with related the- 
mes-such as the impact of Arab 
economic integration on the 
Mediterranean area and the 
European Common Market. 


Authority created to 
implement joint projects 


DAMASCUS, March 19 (JNA). 
— A permanent authority to 
carry out joint Jordanian -Sy- 
rian projects was set up by a 
sub-committee of the joint Jor- 
danian-Syrian Technical Com- 
mittee for Planning and Deve- 
lopment. which ended its me- 
etings here today. 

It was also decided to unify 
follow-up methods for develop- 
ment plans in the two coun- 
tries. This will enable the 
central planning agencies in 


the two countries to coordina- 
te better. 

The two sides also agreed on 
the final draft of a unified pu- 
blication for the evaluation of 
development plans. 

The strategy sub -committee 
agreed, after a detailed debate 
on a proposed strategy up to 
the year 2000, to prepare a 
comprehensive economic and 
social survey for the two cou- 
ntries up to the year 2000. The 
study will be submitted to the 
technical committee at its next 
meeting in Amman July 4-6, 




LL. 


' V* 7 . 



Her Highness Princess Basina and Labour Minister Issam Ajloonf 
Thursday meet students at an institute for marketing products of. 
charities. They also visited the head office of the General Union 
of Charities. (JNA photo). 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, two sitting rooms, dining room, 
large kitchen and all other conveniences. Centrally 
heated with telephone. 

Fully furnished. Located at A1 Hussein Housing Quarter. 
Tel. 64867 after 4 p.m. 
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British Leyiand accused of 
paying huge international 
bribes for overseas orders 


LONDON. May 19 <R). — 

A British Leyiand spokesman 
declined comment early today 
in a press report that the gov- 
ernment-backed car firm was 
paying huge international brib- 
es in a desperate bid to win 
overseas orders. 

Under the banner headline: 
"Worldwide bribery web by 
Leyiand,” the Daily Mail said 
that in the financial year 1975 
to 1976 Leyland's records 
showed a forecast of £11.372,700 
to be paid overseas in "slush 
money” -- bribes and under- 
cover commission 

"The forecast for this year. 
1977 to 1978, according to se- 
noir British Leyiand executives, 
could be as much as £25 mil- 
lion,” the Mail said. 

Not since the Lockheed aff- 
air broke in America in Aug- 
ust 1975 has there been such 
damning evidence of large sca- 
le corporate corruption, the 
Daily Mail added. 

In 1975, the Lockheed Corpo- 
ration admitted it made about 

$24 million in improper fore- 
ign payoffs to promote sales 
abroad, including in Japan whe- 
re the scandal caused political 
upheaval including the down- 
fall of Premier Kakuei Tanaka. 
The accusations also involved 


LOCAL 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 

Following are the official ex- 
change rates in effect at the 
start of today’s business day. 
as set by the Central Bank of 
Jordan. 

The first column is how much 
you would receive in Jorda- 
nian fils for selling a unit of 
the foreign currency, while the 
second column denotes how 
much it would cost you to buy 
a unit of the foreign currency : 


U.K. sterling 

569.0 

575.0 

U.S. dollar 

330.0 

332.0 

German mark 

140.0 

140.4 

French franc 

66.8 

67.1 

Swiss franc 

131.0 

131.4 

Italian lira (for 



every- 100) 

37.3 

37*5 

Saudi riyal 

93.3 

93.5 

Lebanese pound 

107.5 

108.2 

Syrian pound 

81.0 

81.3 

Iraqi dinar 

947.0 

958.0 

Kuwaiti dinar 1 

.146.0 

1.150.0 

Egyptian pound 

460.0 

465.0 

Libyan dinar 

760.0 

770.0 

UAE dirham 

84.6 

85.0 


Prince Bernhard of the Nether- 
lands, Husband of Queen Juli- 
ana. 

The Daily Mail said British 
Leyiand, the nationalised car 
manufacturer "is paying bri- 
bes and conspiring to defraud 
foreign governments on a mas- 
sive scale in a desperate bid 
to win overseas orders.’* 

A British Leyiand spokes- 
man said: "Obviously the alle- 
gations are extremely serious. 
We will have to examine them 
carefully before making any 
comment." 

The newspaper said its in- 
vestigations showed that these 
practices received the tacit ap- 
proval of Lord Ryder, Chair- 
man of Britain's National En- 
terprise Board. The board owns 
a 95 per cent stake in Leyiand 
and the Mail said Lord Ryder 
himself cleared the arrange- 
ments with the government. 

The newspaper quoted what 


RIYADH, May 19 (R). — The 
Arabian-American Oil Compa- 
ny (Aramco) said today that 
the fire at Abqaiq. Saudi Ara- 
bia last week caused losses es- 
timated at S100 million. 

Aramco Vice-President Geor- 
ge Larsen, in a press statem- 
ent. said that -committees had 
been formed by the^company 
and the government to inves- 
tigate the fire. 

He ruled out sabotage and 
said the proximity of a pipe- 
line which fractured and des- 
troyed a pumping station was 
a Factor leading to the fire. 

Pumping would return to 
normal within a week, Mr. Lar- 
sen declared. 


it claimed was a letter sent by 
Lord Ryder to Mr. Alex Park. 
Leyland's chief executive in 
October 1976. The first para- 
graph reads: "I must inform 
you that the proposed method 
for dealing with special acc- 
ount arrangements has now 
been nodded through by the 
secretary of state. You should 
also have received advice on 
this matter from the Bank of 
England.” 

The secretary of state was 
unnamed. 

Lord Ryder is out of the 
country and Mr. Alex Park was 
not at his London home. 

Sir Eric Dobson, British Ley- 
land Chairman, and Mr. David 
Andrews, the Managing Direc- 
tor. are now in the United 
States. 

The Daily Mail said the pay- 
ments were being made when 
Leyiand was privately owned 
but they were then ad hoc 


Saudi oil exports had not 
been affected by the fire beca- 
use of reserves and there had 
been no delay in ships taking 
on consignments, he added. 

UAW elects 
Fraser to 
succeed 
Woodcock 

LOS ANGELES, California. 
May 19 (AFP). — Glasgow- 
born Douglas Fraser has been 
elected president of the Unit- 
ed Auto Workers (UAW) Un- 
ion after seven years as vice- 
president. 

Mr. Fraser, 60, who reached 
Detroit at the age of six, takes 
over from Leonard Woodcock, 
who wifi lead the U.S. liaison 
office in Peking. 

The new president is an ad- 
mirer of Walter Reuther, who 
led the UAW for 24 years un- 
til his death in an air crash in 
1970. Mr. Fraser is generally 
regarded as a “liberal” and is 
known to favour improved con- 
ditions in character. He heads 
a union with 1,400,000 mem- 
bers. He has a renutation as an 
honest and tough negotiator. 
He began work in the motor 
industry at the age of 21. 


arrangements, the sole respon- 
sibility of senior executives 
within the various Leyiand 
plants. 

Since nationalisation m 
1975, the payments have been 
bureaucratised and syscemised 
• - and increased in amounts, 
the newspaper said. 

'There is even an off-shore 
centre in Lausanne, Switzer- 
land which has been given spe- 
cial responsibility for handling 
most of the payments, all of 
which are subject to regular 
audit by a senior official ans- 
werable directly to British Ley- 
land's chief executive. Mr. 
Park." 

The Mail quoted an extract 
from the letter alleged to be 
from Lord Ryder to Mr. Park 
which said "There was parti- 
cular concern with the impli- 
cations of the escalating trend 
of payment to contract agents 
particularly in the Mid-East. 

“These authorisations must 
in future in all cases be sub- 
ject to the closest examina- 
tion. As you should be aware, 
the government is becoming 
highly aware of contract pad- 
ding and are taking very tough 
action, against offenders," the 
extract said. 

In addition to British Ley- 
land's investigation of the char- 
ges. the government and the 
National Enterprise Board - - 
which owns 95 per cent of the 
company on behalf of the tax- 
payer - - is also likely to begin 
immediate enquiries into whe- 
ther the company is guilty of 
using taxpayers' money to win 
orders. 

The Daily Mail report wifi 
certainly provoke questions in 
parliament which is due next 
week to hear the decision by 
Industry Secretary Eric Varley 
on the new Leyiand develop- 
ment plan which includes the 
go-ahead for the new mini 
car. 

In the difficult world of sel- 
ling cars overseas -- and 48 
per cent of all Leyiand cars 
were exported last year --it 
is generally believed" in the 
trade that the wheels of busi- 
ness need to be “oiled" in 
some form or another. 

One British motor industry 
observer commented: “You 

don’t sell a fleet of cars or 
trucks on the strength of a 
bottle of sherry at Christinas." 

The Daily Mail report said 
the alleged “special arrange- 
ments" covered a variety of 
methods -- payments to fix- 
ers, particularly in the Middle 
East, to secure business con- 
tracts. padding contracts so 
that local distributors and ag- 
ents could successfully evade 
local taxation and put their 
profits into Swiss bank ac- 
counts. 

The newspaper said it had 
evidence of people calling at 
Leyiand offices in Britain and 
receiving large bundles of cash 
in suitcases. This method of 
payment was described by the 
company as suitcasing, it add- 
ed . 

The Daily Mail said that in 
some cases, although Leyiand 
books showed that payments 
had been made to agents ab- 
road Through Swiss or Liech- 
s ten stein bank accounts, the 
money had gone to corrupt co- 
mpany officials. 

It said the bribes ranged 
from small backhanders to 
£750,000 commission to a man 
in Iran last year. The news- 
paper said payments in some 
contracts amounted to as much 
as 30 per cent of the total 
value. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Following are the buying and selling rates for leading world 
currencies against the dollar at the close of inter-bank trading on 
the London foreign exchange market Thursday. Tourist rates will 


differ from those quoted below. 


one sterling = 

1.7179/81 

U.S. dollars 

one dollar = 

2.3545 / 65 

West German marks 


2.4400/4510 

Dutch guilders 


2.5175 / 95 

Swiss francs 


36 . as / 10 

Belgian francs 


4.9470 ■ 9500 

French francs 


886.10 / 20 

Italian lire 


276.90/ 277.10 

Japanese yen 


4.3520 / 70 

Swedish crowns 


5.2700 / 50 

Norwegian crowns 


6.0150 / 0200 

Danish crowns 


Leyiand reports no 
knowledge of bribes 


LONDON. May 19 (AFP). — 
The National Enterprise Board, 
which holds 95 per cent of the 
shares of British Leyiand Mot- 
or Corporation today said it 
had "no knowledge” of alleged 
questionable payments by Ley- 
land linked with foreign deals. 

rn a statement, the board 
said it had "no knowledge 
of the matters referred to in 
the alleged letter in the artic- 
les of the Daily Mail." 

The statement added: "Bri- 
tish Leyiand has already an- 


nounced that it will be investi- 
gating the Daily Mail allega- 
tions. Until those investigatio- 
ns are complete, the National 
Enterprise Board will have no 
further comment to make.” 

The editor of the Daily Mail, 
on the other hand, said after 
the statement he was satisfied 
that the letter was authentic. 

He said a facsimile of the 
document, addressed to a Ley- 
land director, would be publi- 
shed in tomorrow's issue of 
the newspaper. 


Abqaiq fire resulted 
in $100 million loss 


WALL STREET REPORT 

Prices suffered a mild setback Thursday on the New York 
stock exchange where the industrial average lost a little more 
than five points in active trading. 

Profit-taking following four straight sessions of 'gains put 
some pressure on the market today. Investors were also showing 
some nervousness as many were awaiting the latest money and 
credit statistics from the Fed, as well as the Labour Department 
report, stated for Friday, on the April consumer price index. 

Declines outnumbered advances at the bell -by a moderate 
770 to 611 margin, as most groups of shares closed on a mixed 
to slightly lower tone. 

Steel, paper and department store issues were among the 
hardest hit and U.S. Steel lost one point to 43-5/8, while Interna- 
tional Paper fell 1-3/8 to 55-1/2. Sony was unchanged at 9-1/8 
in active trading, while British Petroleum lost 1/2 to 16-1/4. 

At the close, the industrial average shows at 936.43, a loss of 
5.43 points: Transp at 245.18, a loss of 1.46; utilities at 111.83, 
a loss of 0.10. 21,280,000 shares changed hands, of which 4,310,000 
during the last hour. 

LONDON MARKET REPORT 


The market closed generally lower on lack of buying interest 
and some profit-taking, dealers said. At 15:00 Thursday the F.T. 
index was down 6.6 at 470.8. 

Long-dated government stocks lost up to 1/2 point while 
shorts were occasionally 1/16 to 1/8 easier. Leading industrials 
were up to 9p lower. Interest centred on several special situations 
apart from routine profit taking. 

Oils were generally easier, while banks finished little chang- 
ed. Mining shares were slightly easier in quiet trading! Austra- 
lians mixed and Canadians tower following the investment dollar 
premium. 

Bowarer featured early trading after announcing a 32 vin stg 
rights issue and its shares" closed around 9p easier. 

Beecham was 6p easier among leaders after full year results 
and among other companies reporting figures, U.D.S. lost around 
4p, Trafalgar House eased a penny ur so. Boots lost a penny and 
Coats P a ton finished slightly higher after moving irregularly. 


Price of gold closed in London Thursday at $146J15/oz. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


# PARIS, May 19 (AFP). — The French government yesterday 
reported a slight drop in France's oil import bill in the first 
quarter of the year. A report presented to a cabinet meeting said 
France imported crude oil worth 14,000 million francs (about 
52,800 million) in January, February and March, this was 500 
million francs (about $100 million) "less than anticipated by the 
government. 

# LONDON. May 19 <R). — The Arab League will give financial 
aid to Uganda to recruit and finance technical experts. Uganda 
radio said yesterday. The radio, monitored here, said the Secre- 
tary-General of the Arab League, Mahmud Rlyad. and the Ugan- 
dan ambassador to Egypt signed an agreement which will be 
automatically renewable each year. 

^ NEW DELHI, May 19 (AFP). — The Indian Jute Mills Associa- 
tion believes that it couid regain much of its lose market for 
jute goods in the Mideast if mill exporters and others involved 
in gunny exports could form a consortium to bid for tenders float- 
ed by Mideast nations, association head Gourilal Mehta said here 
this week. 

■jfc TEL AVIV. May 19 (R). — Olympic airway personnel in Israel 
went out on strike 'today over demands for higher wages and 
improved work conditions. The Greek airline has four flights a 
week to Israel. 

# JMEW DELHI, May 19 (AFP). — India had a trade surplus in 
1976-77 for the first time in more than a decade as exports 
exceeded imports by 720 million rupees ($82 million), it was 
announced here Wednesday. Exports during the period hit a re- 
cord figure of 49.8 billion rupees, a three-fold increase over the 
level seven years ago. 

WASHINGTON, May 19 (AFP). — The United States ran a 
trade deficit of nearly $7 billion in the first quarter of this year 
according to still provisional payments figures released yesterday. 
The commerce department said imports during the first three 
months totalled $36,581 million On a seasonally adjusted basis, 
while exports came to around $29,700 million. This compared with 
respectively $33,291 million worth of imports and exports total- 
ling $29,717 million in the last quarter of 1976. 


Iran doubts an oil price 
settlement in Stockholm 


TEHRAN. May 19 (AFP). — 
Fears that the oil countries will 
fail to settle their oil price 
divergences by the Stockholm 
meeting two months from now. 
were expressed today by a 
newspaper here that also hit 
at Saudi Arabia's attitude. 

Referring to the "two-tier" 
oil pricing arrangement in for- 
ce since the new year, the 
French-language Journal De 
Tehran said: “The gap bet- 
ween the two tendencies is as 
wide as at the start of tiie year. 
It is not impossible that the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) will 
face an uncertain situation for 
a fairly long period ahead." 

It reiterated the Iranian vUrw 
that the oil price problem is 
economic and not political. The 
question was "classified", by 


the political approach adopter^ 
by Saudi Arabia. 

In the absence of immediate 
or long-term solutions to the 
Israeli-Arab dispute: “The 

Saudi policy could continue in 
accordance " with the ups and 
downs of the attitude by Pre- 
sident Carter, whose undeni- 
able ability is to hide his 
cards", the paper observed. 

In reference to big Iranian 
sales due to the big oil fire 
in Saudi Arabia, it said: “This 
shows that the international 
companies are not fooled by 
illusions spread about concer- 
ning a "flooding” of world mar- 
kets by cheap Saudi oil.” 

The companies feared that 
the OPEC members, less Saudi 
Arabia and the Emirates, 
would go through with their 
five per cent rise in July, it 
said. 


Japan to set up nuclear reprocessing 
plant despite U.S. disapproval 


France counts cost of 
nuclear 


TOKYO, May 19 (AFP). — 
Japan has “the right to repro- 
cess spent nuclear fuel and 
does not need to be told by 
anyone”, Ryokichi Imai, techni- 
cal" chief of the Japan Atomic 
Generator Company, said to- 
day in Tokyo. 

He told newsmen he did not 
think the operation of the re- 
processing plant in Tokai 
Mura (north east of Tokyo) 
scheduled for July would be 
delayed. 

Japan-U.S. talks on this 
broke down in April when the 
American government remain- 
ed unwilling to approve the 
operation. Another round of 
talks wifi take place later this 
month. 

Asked about a possible U.S. 
embargo of uranium Mr. Imai 
replied: “The U.S. and Japan 
have obligations under mutual 
treaties. There is a basic under- 
standing of nuclear policy, so 
the U.S. wifi provide uranium." 

Nevertheless, if such an 
“extreme position" was taken 
by the U.S., the reason “would 
be more important than the 
well-being of the alliance." 


He pointed out risk and cost 
analysis as criteria, "the bene- 
fit of nuclear power is much 
larger than people thought 20 
years ago," he said. 


LONDON, May 19 (R). — 
An auctioneer yesterday began 
selling off the treasures of 
Mentmore Towers, one of 
Britain's great stately homes, 
watched by the peer who was 
forced to sell it and the ser- 
vants it will no longer need. 

The £958,760 takings in the 
first hour was a world record 
for the sale of house contents, 
with items such as the rubens 
fireplace still to be auctioned. 

Lord Rosebery, forced to sell 
to avoid death duties, watched 
the bidding in the marquee set 
up on the lawn outside the 
house. 

As the sale continued, the 
butler, Douglas Chadwick, took 
the other servants downstairs 
to talk over old times. 


PARIS. (RFI) — In 1976. elec- 
tricity production from nuclear 
bases in France under the aus- 
pices of Elect ricite de France, 
represented roughly 10 per 
cent of the total production 
of energy. 

This energy source is pro- 
duced :n the graphite-gas cen- 
tres in Marcoule, Chinon, Saint 
Laurent des Eaux. Monts d'Ar- 
ree and Bugey and in the hea- 
vy water factories in Fesscn- 
heim and Bugey - - not to 
mention the Phoenix nuclear 
reactor. The EDF also rece- 
ives supplies from nuclear-ba- 
sed power stations built joint- 
ly with neighbouring countries 
such as the Chooz power sta- 
tion in Belgium. From 1978 to 
1982 new services are expec- 
ted to be installed in the Gra- 
velines, Palnel. Fessenheim. 
Saint Laurent des Eaux, Dam- 
pi erre, Bugey, Blayais and Tri- 
cast in power stations. 

The EDF has dedicated most 
of its investments to the nuc- 
lear sector. Out of 15 power 
stations being built, eight are 
nuclear, five are hydraulic and 
two are of the "classic ther- 
mal" type. Whilst the ultimate 
power of the nuclear power 
stations is roughly 20 million 
kw; the thermal is less than 
1.5 million kw and the hyd- 
raulic less than one million 
kw. 


‘This is a sad day for me," 
he told reporters. 

Lord Rosebery, 47, inherited 
the rambling Victorian man- 
sion and contents from bis 
father in 1974 and tried to per- 
suade the government to buy 
them for about £3 million, an 
offer described by art experts 
as the bargain of the century. 

But, citing its own economic 
plight, the government refused 
the offer. 

The 10 day sale at Mentmore, 
set in the rolling countryside 
of Buckinghamshire was ex- 
pected to fetch about £4 mil- 
lion. 

But Lord Rosebery, who as a 
child used to race up and down 
the draughty corridors in his 
pedal car, said. “I view with 


energy 

The government has howev- 
er. reduced this emphasis on 
the nuclear sector believing 
that the level of consumption 
has been over-estimated. The 
ecological militants have also 
played a part in influencing 
this decision. 

A new debate is likely to 
begin soon amongst nuclear 
experts and later, with local 
authorities. According to re- 
cent studies undertaken by the 
European Community in Bru- 
ssels. the gap between the cost 
of nuclear energy and petro- 
leum-based energy is not as 
great as it has been over the 
past years. Petrol, which cost 
twice as much as nuclear pro- 
ducts at the highest point of 
its steep rise; now costs 3u 
per cent more. The petrol mar- 
ket may reserve some bad sur- 
prises for us during the next 
few years, when demand will 
be heavier than it is today. 
Also the nuclear sector will 
allow more independence vis- 
a-vis the uranium producers 
than the petroleum-producers 
of the Middle East. 

In short, the new findings 
of experts from the EEC will 
certainly not threaten the EDF 
nuclear programme but. they 
may result in a certain slow- 
ing-down due to a new influ- 
ence on the ulterior projects. 


great sadness the breaking up 
of country homes." 

He turned down a world re- 
cord bid of £280.000 for a sin- 
gle piece of furniture, a -Louis 
XV ormolu mounted marquetry 
desk, and decided to exhibit 
it to the public at another of 
his homes in Scotland. 

A Louis XVI royal ormolu 
mounted mahogany secretaire, 
made for Marie Antoinette at 
Versailles, was sold to the 
Versailles museum for £51,000, 
Many of the first items to 
be sold were French, Dr. 
Andree Torre from Zurich pay- 
ing £13,500 for a Louis XV 
travelling trunk. 

The house, built in the 
1850.S and surrounded by 700 
acres (280 hectares) of land 
was expected to fetch about 
£1 million. 


British lord auctions estate 
and contents for record prices 


Sugar producers, consumers meet 
to determine new sugar agreement 


In November 1974 sugar was being sold on the world mar- 
ket for 56,6 cents a pound. Today the price is only 10 cents. 
The need for a new world sugar pact is accepted by afl. Six 
weeks of talks between producers and consumers have now 
opened In Geneva. Agreement seems likely and would give 
Impetus to the efforts for other commodity agreements to 
be set up by the UNCTAD target date of May 1978. 


LONDON (Gemini). — Major 
sugar producing and consum- 
ing countries are meeting in 
Geneva to discuss a new inter- 
national sugar agreement. The 
meeting is expected to last six 
weeks and there is every cha- 
nce that a new agreement will 
be reached. 

It was in Geneva in 1973 
that the Sugar Conference on 
renewal of the 2968 agreement 
broke down over price provi- 
sions. 

Canada and Japan, the lar- 
gest importers, formed an al- 
liance in an attempt to keep 
prices as low as possible. 

Exporters wanted minimum 
and maximum prices of 6.00 
cents and 9.00 cents a round; 
the importers were prepared 
only to offer 4.00 cents and 
7.00 cents. The result was ag- 
reement for only an informa- 
tion gathering and consultative 
mechanism with no regulating 
function. 

Since the Geneva breakdown 
volatile sugar prices have pus- 
hed producing and consuming 
countries into efforts to re- 
establish a new sugar agree- 
ment.. Meetings" organised by 
the International Sugar Orga- 
nisation in London last year, 
helped to lay down its broad 
outlines. 

The consensus was that a 
new agreement should incor- 
porate measures similar to that 
of 1968. The basic measure 
used in this agreement is the 
quota system. 

Under this system exporting 
countries would agree to raise 
or lower export quotas in or- 
der to keep sugar prices within 
an agreed price band. When 
prices were high quotas would 
be increased and when they 
were too low quotas would be 
decreased. 

In addition to quotas, the 
new sugar agreement may inc- 
lude purchase and supply com- 
mitments, The old one had 4? 
supply commitment, but ctio- 
sumers were not compelled to 
buy specific amounts. 

Finally, the new agreement 
would be backed up with buf- 


fer stock provisions when 
there was surplus sugar. De- 
tails of how the buffer stock 
measure would operate will be 
a sticking point during the cur- 
rent conference. 

At the London meeting last 
year many developed nations 
favoured nationally held and 
financed stocks while develop- 
ing country producers wanted 
internationally financed stocks. 

Understandably, sugar prod- 
ucers such as Mauritius would 
not favour an agreement put- 
ting the burden of financing a 
buffer stock solely on the pro- 
ducing country. It is in this 
area that the recent Cbmmon 
Fund Conference in Geneva 
was so relevant to the sugar 
producers. 

The Common Fund Confe- 
rence did not agree on setting 
up a $6,000 million Common 
Fund which would be used to 
finance buffer stocks for seve- 
ral commodities, including su- 
gar. 

If such a fund had been es- 
tablished the issue of financ- 
ing stocks --- a major point 
of difference between produc- 
ing and consuming nations at 
these sugar talks - - would have 
been eliminated. 

True, even tbe producers 
view buffer stocks as a se- 
condary measure within a new 
sugar agreement, but still a 
necessary measure. 

A major problem to be over- 
come in the next few weeks 
is to arrive at an agreed price 
band. Although sugar prices 
have recently moved upwards 
slightly on the London terminal 
market, they have been dep- 
ressed over the past year. 

For many producing coun- 
tries the present prices barely 
cover the cost of production. 
In November 1974 sugar was 
being sold on the world mar- 
ket for 56,6 cents a pound. 
Today, even with sugar prices 
movjng up. the price Is 10 
cents. 

The producing countries cl- 


SUGAR H 

A commodity in growing demand 


World sugar output is 60% cane, 40% beet. 
90% of sugar exported is cane. Demand far 
sugar rises about 2-4% a year. 


1974 56-6 c 


NO* OrtyOMraawJ 
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1966-71 _ 
average 2-8 cents per fa 

Main exporters 
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Balance between supply and demand is very fine. Estimated output 
for 1976-7 is 87-5m tons. Consumption 83-2m. Stocks 26-Sm . 




aim any new agreement must 
support a minimum price of 
15 cents at the least. Indust- 
rialised consuming countries 
appear to be suggesting that 
they would find a minimum of 
10 cents a pound much more 
acceptable. 

In addition to price bands, 
buffer stocks and quotas, ef- 
forts to stabilise sugar prices 
will have to ensure against 
over-production. Agreement by 
consumers to commit themsel- 
ves to purchase specific quan- 
tities of sugar wifi go some 
way towards alleviating this 
problem. 

However, a key factor wifi 
be the relationship between 
cane and beet production. The 
fact that refined sugar is ob- 
tainable from two quite dif- 
ferent plants lies at the heart 
of the modern world sugar 
economy. World output of su- 
gar is now divided between 
60 per cent cane and 40 per 
cent beet. 

However, in world trade 90 
per cent of sugar exported is 
cane, mainly from the poorer 
developing countries. The beet 
producing countries constitute 
a fairly homogenous group, 
with all but a few ranking in 
the upper third of the world 


income scale. If over produc- 
tion of cane is to be avoided 
beet producing countries which j 

are also cane consumers would 
have to come to some arrange- 
ment about the amount of beet 
produced. ! 

In this context present Eu- 
ropean Economic Community 
plans for expansion of beet 
sugar production would have • 
to be seriously reconsidered : 

if they accept the need far an ; 
international sugar agreement f 

with the objective of stabilised J 

prices. . 1 

Last year, within the EEC, j 

beet acreage expanded despite 
a 3 million ton surplus of su- j 

gar. ; 

It is still too early to as- j 

sess whether the Geneva con- J 

ference will be . able to over- . r, 
come all these problems, par- 
ticipants are now all agreed > 

on the need for a new sugar • 

agreement. • ! 

If an agreement is establi- j 

shed, it could provide a posi* ( 

tive impetus to other possible. . 
commodity agreements which \ 

UNCTAD hopes would be set 
up before May 1978. It may 
also give fresh initiative to the 
need to establish a Common 
Fund. 
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Your 



.from the CARROLL RIGHTER INSTITUTE 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Finish errands And shopping 
chores before co n sid e ring social activities. Take a good 
look at home and family interests and make plans to put 
them in better shape for the future. - 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19). Take a little time to. check 
utilities, car early and be safe. Expedite routine matters 
efficiently and have more spare Hmn fen- new ideas you 
have in mind. Postpone socializing nntii another time. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Handle monetary affairs 
first, then contact good friends for good purposes. Find a 
better way to produce more. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Take care of personal 
dirties early. See where you can improve your appearance, 
either through an updated wardrobe or beauty treatments. 
Try to please friends more. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Get an early 
start on all the work piled up about you before you con- 
sider recreation of any sort. Come to a better understand- 
ing with mate, loved one, via intelligent discussions. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Be firm in a decision you make, 
and then contact good friends for backing you need. 
Future looks brighter. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Business first, pleasure 
later. There’s a chance of a happy meeting with an old 
friend, flame. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Find novel ways of self- 
expression. Confer with an expert in such in order to gain 
the know-how. Make right hew partners before taking care 
of credit matters. Think, more kindly of others. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Make sore you keep any 
promises-yon have made early and then you can get out 
to new interests, attractions. Do something practical for 
a loved one that will be appreciated. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Find out what km 
wish of you early and then try to help them. A new partner 
you are considering should be well screened first. Think 
along more optimistic lines. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Financial actions are 
favored now. Sign papers, especially where money is 
concerned. Try to develop a new source of income. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Plan recreation with 
good friends early. Improve wardrobe and improve 
appearance. Use discretion in private matters. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your unsolicited advice 
may not be appreciated. Handle some fundamental need 
early before you consider going out. 


RESTAURANT TAIWAN TOURKSMU 

fs. 

3rd Circle Jabal Amman 
supply Chinese food and. special family 
dinner : only-JD'tiZSO inclddin^ 
soup one dish, plain rice or bread. 

Welcome and enjoy our typical SKp 

delicious Chinese food. 

Many many thanks for your W. ^ . 
kindly patronage. uR J 


TONIGHT’S T.V. FEATURE 

BEN HALL : 

BLIND JUSTICE 

Commanding officer is certain about the guilt 
of one of his men accused of murder, but his 
men are sure of his innocence. 

GUNSMOKE : 

CHATO 

Marshal Dillon tries his best to imprison Indian 
known to be a professional killer. 

KOJAK : 

ANOTHER GYPSY QUEEN 
Kojak, misled by false information, stalks 
gypsy for murder. 
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F.T YTE y«. 


\MIOI >1 


CHINESE 


RESTAURANT 


j Fins Wings Hotel. Jabal 
A1 Luwdbdah. TeL 22103/4- 
Choke of THREE set xne- 
< ana da9y for lunch, and a 
j la carte. 

Open 12-3 jun. and 7-12 
p.m. Specialty: steaks. 


First Chinese restaurant m 
Jordan. 

First Circle Jabal Amman, near 
the AMiyah School or CMS. 
TeL 38668. Open daily from 
noon to 3^0 pan. and 6^0 pkm. 
to mHutfit ^ 

Also take home service -order 
by phone. 


■.lick Heal 


-Restaurants for breasted 
chicken and - lttfit snacks. 
Take, home, lunch or dinner, 
label Amman, First Circle. 
TeL 21063. Jabal A1 Luweih- 
deh, Hawuz CIrcle. TeL 36646 
Jabal A1 Hussein, near Jeru- 
salem Cinema. TeL 21781. 
Also In Zarka and bbed. 


TheD 


(PLOMAT 


First Circle, label Amman. 
TeL 25562. 

Open from 7 un. to I turn. 
Restaurant, co ffe e shop, sn- 
ack bar and patisserie. 

Oriental and European spe- 
cialties. 


. HERE'S ^ 

T SOMETHING 

TO THINK 
' ABOUT, ' 

PARTNER J 


THE FIRST TIME YOU 
DOUBLE FAULT I'M 60NNA 
HIT VOU RIGHT OVER THE 
HEAD WITH MV RACKET ! 


OKAY, 60 AHEAD 
AND SERVE 'AND 
DONt BE NERVOUS.. 





-'l f 



sit 


THERE MUST 2>E SOME) 
REASONS 10 ACCOUNT J 
FOR THE WAY THAT K 
UTILE *OOUGAN PLAYS -1 




—apart from 

THOSE PUT 
FORWARD BY •< 
'IMSELF AN 1 'IS 
MISSUS, X MEAN 



IT’S THE f OH -TELL 
ONLY ONE HER. [T'S 


WE HAVE 
LEFT' a 


A LITTLE 
jVORE^m 






A -C^r’ 



I KNOW- I’LL 
TAKE BOTH OF 
>1 THEM/ j — ' 


£ 


OJE MoCE x 

popular - 



our axe 

POPULAR- 


M l ■ 

WmSEn 


POPULAR M //TP WUO- 
THE OVJNER OF 
T/-IE STORE?*/.. 


LAUGHS FROM EUROPE 


THE BETTER HALF . By Barnes 






Tve already given thanks for it, but no thanks. 


Ever since Herman retired l ve had a hard time keep 
ing him from getting bored." 


WORLD RECORD 

The most expensive dress ever sold by a Paris fa- 
shion house was one by Pierre Balmain (Directrice, 
Ginette Spanier), to a non-European Royal Personage 
for £4,500 in 1971. 
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BY CHARLES H. GO REN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

<T' i97?Oy Chicago Tnaime 

Q.l— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+KQJ7 v'AQ OK10962 4*83 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
1 0 Pass I V 2 ♦ 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Two spades. Technically, 
this is a reverse bid and you are a 
whisker short for it. However, 
any other bid risks losing the 

K ' i suit, for if West raises 
, it will be far too dangerous 
to introduce the suit at the three 
level. Partner should take into 
account that the course of the 
auction might have forced you 
I into a slight overbid. 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable 
with 40 on score, vou hold: 

♦ K95 UKQJ106 >AK76 +8 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one club. What do you 
respond? 

A.— One heart. With no fit for 
partner's suit, a jump shift is not 
recommended. The hand will 
bid easier if you start with a 
simple one-over-one response 
and jump shift into diamonds at 
your next turn. 

Q.3— East -West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

♦ KJ763 ^94 OK5 +KQ72 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
Pass Pass 10 1 ? 

1 

What do you bid now? 

A.— One spade. This is noL the 
type of hand that qualifies for a 
jump shift as a passed hand— 
either your suit should be much 
better or you should have a Hi 
for partner's suit. Also, bear in 
mind that partner might have 
opened light in third scat, so 
don't hang him for it. 

Q.4— As South, vulnerable, 
vou hold: 

♦ 74 V965 0AJ6 +AK873 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 
1 ♦ Pass 2 ♦ Pass 
2 ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Three diamonds. Partner 


will believe we have a genuine 
suit, but this is the time to tell a 
Little white lie. Bv pinpointing 
our strength in diamonds. _ we 
hope that partner will be in a 
position to contract for game in 
no trump. 


Q.5— As South, vulnerable, 
vou hold: 

♦84 ^AJ754 0 JS3 +K95 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 V 1 ♦ 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Since partner did rebid free- 
ly. he probably has a better than 
minimum opening bid. However, 


for the moment we can do 'no 
more than simply give pref- 
erence Lo his first suit. Unless 
partner can act again, we doubt 
whether our side can make 
game. 

Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as 
South vou hold: 

♦ 93 TAQ762 06 ♦K9874 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 
1 0 Pass 1 Pass 
1 ♦ 2 0 ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— Pass— it is partner's turn to 
act. When an opponent declines 
to show proper respect and 
interferes in tne auction by bid- 
ding the suit in which your part- 
ner opened, you owe partner the 
chance to inform your opponents 
that he does not' take kindly to 
that action. It looks as if you 
might have a misfit, and your 
only profit may come from set- 
ting the opponents. 

Q.7— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

+AQJ8 ?J1062 07 +AKQ8 

The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South 
1 4 0 ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— East's interference bid has 
made scientific investigation of 
the hand's potential nearly im- 
possible. We favor a jump to six 
hearts, though we would not 
fault you if you tried for a grand 
slam by asking for aces with four 
no trump. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


GOMAD 






PIPNY 


DISNAL 


FARIDA 


$ it 


POLITICS CAN 
BE THI£? KIN 17 
OF CAREER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer A“ 


yesterday's 


A “[XXXHXXX]” ONE 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles. LEAKY ANISE FLABBY PLEDGE 

Answer: They might glve'"tone" to a party— 
"BELLES" 


loaaaaa aaaaia 
asiHcasH assraa 
Ipshhuhsh annua 
inn hes aura 
, HGSHan HEC3 

salaam sasama 
oraaraaa anaaa 
□sis sanara 
rasa 

hksss snannss,, 
nssas osnsrafaj 


5. Umpire 


9. Base 


10. I do 


16. Boor 


baa aaa mmmm 


aaaaaaa mmmm 


25 Cow genus 


26. Indian 


27. Lord or 


gentleman 1 
29. Doubted 
32. Miner's platform 
34. Continue 
37. St John's-breat 
39. Cringe 
41. Cheek 

43. Pretty woman 

44. Drip 

45. Trees 
46- Diffident 
47. Humorous 


Par time 25 min. 


AP Newdeatures 
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Waldheim rules out further 
like Rhodesian talks 



GENEVA. May 19 (AFP). — 
U-N. Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim today ruled out any 
resumption of negotiations bet- 
ween the Rhodesian governme- 
nt and African nationalists al- 
ong the lines of last year's ill- 
fated Geneva conference, but 
said diplomatic contacts would 
continue. 

This would be a long pro- 
cess, Mr. Waldheim told a pr- 
ess conference, but the situa- 


o ? . 1 


CAIRO, May 38 (R). — Arab 
countries today announced pl- 
ans to produce their own anti- 
tank missCes, helicopters and 
jeeps, the official Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) repor- 
ted. 

The projects were announ- 
ced after a two-day meeting 
in Alexandria of the Arab Mi- 
litary Industrial Organisation, 
(AMID), set up two years ago 
following the Soviet Union’s 
refusal to supply ar mamen ts 
and spares to Egypt. 

The war ministers of Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar attended 
the talks. Which ended on Tu- 
esday. 

The statement as quoted by 
MENA said: "The organisation 
agreed on several projects ai- 
med at achieving the aspira- 
tions of the Arab soldier by 
using modem arms.” 

The projects included manu- 
facture of anti-tank missiles, 
helicopters and military jeeps, 
the statement added. It did not 
mention which countries will 
help AMIO, but informed sour- 
ces said offers had been re- 
ceived from Britain and France. 


tion was “very serious and da- 
ngerous” and if not resolved by 
negotiation “a military confr- 
ontation will be inevitable,” he 
said. 

The secretary general added 
that he was “satisfied" with 
British and American efforts 
on Rhodesia although he -said 
he was not sure they would 
succeed. 

Meanwhile, President Kenn- 
eth Kaurda disclosed in Lusa- 
ka today that landmines plan- 
ted by Rhodesian security for- 
ces in Zambian soil killed an 
undisclosed number of Zambi- 
ans on the border with Rhod- 
esia yesterday. 

Addressing a huge crowd at 
Ndola Airport, north of Lusa- 
ka. Dr. Ka iinda said there were 
landmine explosions on the 
Zambia -Rhodesia border yester- 
day “in which some lives were 
lost.” 

The Zambian leader, who did 
not elaborate, told the crowd 
that this incident triggered the 
shooting and exchange of fire 
in the Victoria Falls area bet- 
ween Zambian and Rhodesian 
security forces. 

Meanwhile, pledges of milit- 
ary support for Zambia in the 
face of Rhodesian Premier Ian 
Smith's invasion threat, which 
was relayed to President Kau- 
nda by Britain, continued to be 
made today. 

Romania this morning joined 
several other countries in ple- 
dging its full military solidarity 
with Zambia. 

A Romanian Embassy state- 
ment reaffirmed support for 
Zambia’s struggle against agg- 
ression and other “machinati- 
ons of the imperialist, coloni- 
alist and neo-colonialist regime 
in Southern Africa.” 

Tanzania, Jamaica, Kenya 
and Yugoslavia have already 
assured Zambia that if it was 
attacked, they would come to 
Zambia’s aid. 


In Bulawayo. Rhodesia, it 
was announced today that at 
least 25 Rhodesian Africans 
were injured last night when 
a grenade exploded in a cro- 
wded beerhall. 

Police hinted they were tre- 
ating the incident as a crime ra- 
ther than a guerrilla attack. 

A week ago, a goods train 
on the main Bulawayo railroad 
through Botswana to South Af- 
rica detonated a mine on a se- 
ction of the track in a Bula- 
wayo suburb of Bellevue. 


Sudanese P.M. denies 
Egyptian troops sent 
to face Ethiopians 

ABU DHABI, May 19 (R). — Sudanese Prime Minister A1 
Rasheed A1 Tahir Bakr. has denied a Kuwaiti newspaper report 
tha* some 33,000 Egyptian soldiers were in his country to 
Mp Sudanese troops in case of an armed clash with Ethiopia. 

The newspaper, AI Qabas, quoting diplomatic sources In 
Beirut, said yesterday a large percentage of the 33.000 troops 
were stationed on the border with Ethiopia. 

Addressing a press conference here last night Mr. Bakr 
also denied reports by another Kuwaiti newspaper, Al Slyas- 
sah, Sudan planned to send airmen and other forces to 
Zaire. 

Mr. Bakr, who arrived here from Qatar last Monday, and 
SbeUda Hamdaw Ibn Mohammad AI Nhaiyan, United Arab 
Fmir.iiK (UAE) Deputy Premier, last night signed an accord 
on agricultural and Industrial cooperation. 


Young: U.S. for peace 
in Southern Africa 


MAPUTO, May 19 <R). — 
Mr. Andrew Young, the U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Na- 
tions. today made an impas- 
sioned appeal for negotiated 
settlements to Southern Africa 
conflicts and pledged his gov- 
ernment to an all-out drive for 
peace in the region. 

Mr. Young told a U.N. con- 
ference on Southern Africa 
here: "Wherever there is a 
possibility of negotiated settle- 
ments. of bringing about ma- 
jority rule and justice without 
massive destruction of persons 
and property. I would say the 
history of Africa says that it 
is to be preferred.” 


S. Yemen-Ethiopia-Somalia union was considered 


CAIRO, May 19 (Agencies). 
— The heads of state of So- 
malia, Cuba, Ethiopia and 
South Yemen held a secret 
summit meeting in Aden last 
month but failed to settle diffe- 
rences between Somalia and 
Ethiopia, Somali President Siad 
Barxe said in an interview pub- 
lished here today. 

He told the semi-official Al 


Ahram newspaper that Cuban 
President Fidel Castro, Presi- 
dent Salem Robaye 1 Ali of 
South Yemen and Lt.-Col. 
Mengistu Haile -Mari am, the 
Ethiopian head of state, attend- 
ed the meeting. 

He said that Dr. Castro had 
proposed during the meeting a 
confederation between South 
Yemen, Ethiopia and Somalia 


Portugal denies charges 
over violence in Azores 


LISBON, May 19 (AFP). — 
Charges that President Antonio 
Ramalho Eanes acted rashly in 
connection with separatist de- 
most rations on Portugal’s Azo- 
res Islands last weekend were 
brushed aside today by sour- 
ces close to the president’s 
office. 

Yesterday, A cores, a news- 
paper considered to speak for 
the separatists, blamed Mr. 
Eanes for triggering the viol- 
ence that Monday injured nine 
persons, four of them police- 
men, on SAO Miguel the Iar- 


Opposition presses for probe 
CIA activity in Australia 


CANBERRA. May 19 (AFP). — 
Pressure by opposition Labour 
Party leader Gough Whitlam 
for a royal commission to in- 
quire into CIA activities in 
Australia could lead to a full- 
scale inquiry into all foreign 
intelligence operations here.' 

These would include the So- 
viet KGB, the British MI-5 
and the Yugoslav UDBA among 
others. 

Prime Minister Malcolm Fra- 
ser said on Tuesday that every 
time a Soviet mission came to 
Australia a number of addi- 
tional KGB agents were includ- 
ed. He strongly suggested that 
any inquiry should look at So- 
viet activities as well as Ame- 
rican. 

Concern over covert activi- 
ties has increased in recent 


weeks after revelations by Mr. 
Christopher Boyce, a CIA ag- 
ent convicted in Los Angeles of 
passing information to the So- 
viet Union, and the naming 
this week of five CIA agents 
by Mr. Phillip Agee, the for- 
mer CIA agent 

Mr. Boyce alleged at his 
trial that the CIA had deceived 
Australia over the use of a 
defence installation at Pine 
Gap, now known to be a CIA 
base. 

Mr. Agee, in an interview 
with the Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission (ABC), said 
that the CIA had a station in 
the U.S. Embassy in Canberra 
and named the chief of the 
station as Mr. Milton Wonus. 

The naming of the five men 
has caused considerable erabar- 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


* MANILA, May 19 (AFP). — President Ferdinand Marcos 
said today the Philippine government “will continue to keep 
open the door” to peaceful negotiations to settle the Moslem 
rebellion in southern Philippines. Mr. Marcos made the state- 
ment at a closed-door meeting with his Council of Military Ad- 
visers which the president convened to discuss the Moslem 
problem, a Presidential Palace announcement said. One of the 
points taken up at the meeting was a declaration by Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) Chairman Nur Misuari that 
the front had changed its objective from “political autonomy" 
to “total independence” for Moslems in the south. 

# LONDON. May 19 (AFP). — A top-level ministerial meeting 
today decided to ban Ugandan President Idi Amin from attend- 
ing next month's Commonwealth summit meeting here and ce- 
lebrations of the Queen's jubilee, reliable sources reported. The 
sources said that former Commonwealth Secretary of State Lord 
Thomson, who recently toured Commonwealth countries to 
sound them out on the question -of the field marshal's attend- 
ance, was present at the meeting. The sources said the decision 
to ban President Amin would be announced at the latest pos- 
sible moment, to keep the Ugandan leader on the hop. He re- 
iterated this week that he still intends to go to the summit. But 
spokesmen at the Foreign Office and for Prime Minister James 
Callaghan today refused to confirm or deny the reported decision. 

* CAIRO, May 19 (R). — The Shah of Iran said in an interview, 
published here today that the situation in the Middle East would 
deteriorate further unless the Geneva peace conference was re- 
convened this year. In an interview with the editor of the inf* 
luential Al Gomhouria newspaper Mr. Muhsin Mohammad, the 
Shah also said that the U.S. did not draw-up a plan, for peace in 
the area, pending talks with the new Israeli prime minister. 

# MOSCOW, May 19 (R>. — Soviet police last night arrested 
eight Soviet Germans who had forced their way into the West 
German Embassy and asked for help to emigrate. The eight 
were detained by uniformed and plainclothes police only a few 
hundred metres from the mission in the centre of Moscow. The 
ethnic Germans, who before their arrest told reporters they 
had beer, repeatedly refused permission to emigrate to West 
Germany, left the embassy voluntarily after spending 11 hours 
with consular officials. They were bundled into cars and driven 
off. 

$ NAIROBI, May 19 (R). — Kenya today banned all game hunt- 
ing and said that only photographic safaris would be permitted. 
The Minister for Wildlife and Tourism, Mr. Mathews Ogutu, 
in a statement, said all hunting and gun licences had been can- 
celled. “Nobody will be allowed to come into Kenya or enter 
any rural area of the country with firearms or any weapons for 
the purpose of hunting.” it said. “All areas will be converted for 
photographic safaris.” 

is- OTTAWA, May 19 (AFP). Human colonies working in solar 
energy “pumping stations” orbiting the earth could be reality 
within 10 years, a leading United States physicist has predicted 
here. Mr. Gerard O'Neil of Princeton University told a Canadian 
Research Council conference that processing lunar minerals at 
these stations could be one of the first "space industries”. He 
said the pumping stations could transform the sun's energy Into 
microwaves which could be converted on earth at low cost into 
electricity. 


rassment to America's new 
Ambassador Philip Aston, who 
immediately called a meeting 
of his embassy officials and de- 
manded an explanation of CIA 
activities in Australia. 

Another former CIA agent 
Victor Marohettl claimed on 
ABC that the CIA had infiltrat- 
ed Australian trade unions, had 
funded the Australian Country 
Party -- the smaller govern- 
ment coalition partner - - and 
had been instrumental in plot- 
ting to have the Whitlam Lab- 
our government removed. 

The possibiliy of Mr. Whit- 
lam’s return to power raises 
questions concerning the con- 
tinued presence of U.S. bases 
In Australia, the export of ura- 
nium to America, and future 
U.S. investments. 

There is speculation here 
that Mr. Whitlam will seek in 
parliament next week to have a 
royal commission set up. This 
will almost certainly be reject- 
ed because a royal commission 
into Australian security and 
intelligence services has only 
just finished sitting. 

A report by Mr. Justice 
Hope, senior judge for the 
commission, recommenced a 
massive overhaul of Austra- 
lia's domestic and foreign in- 
telligence gathering services. 
He was sharply critical, des- 
cribing the intelligence commu- 
nity as “fragmented, poorly 
coordinated and organised." 

He also discovered a reason 
for the frenzied activity on the 
part of foreign intelligence or- 
ganisations: Australia’s allies, 
he found, believed that, against 
the tests of quality, timeliness, 
and relevance. Australia’s in- 
telligence efficiency was not as 
good as it should be. 


gest island of the mid-Atlan- 
tic chain. 

President Eanes had earlier 
accused local authorities of 
“inactions” in dealing with the 
separatists after a regional 
flag was hoisted higher than 
the Portuguese banner at a reli- 
gious festival on Sao Miguel on 
Sunday. 

The sources maintained that 
Mr. Eanes knew “exactly what 
he was doing” when he issued 
the statement, widely interpre- 
ted as the first official move to 
call the island’s regional autho- 
rities to order. 

They said he acted only after 
conferring on the situation with 
Portugal’s top representative 
on the islands, Gen. Galvao de 
Figueiredo, Prime Minister Ma- 
rio Soares and Francisco Cam- 
elro, whose Social Democrat 
Parly controls the Azores’ lo- 
cal government 

Sources close to the Social 
Democrats, meanwhile, sug- 
gested that the Socialist Party 
had set President Eanes up for 
a fall over the incident 

The president's sharp reac- 
tion to the . flag-flying, they 
said, merely “sparked off the 
fire,” leading to Monday’s pre- 
dawn violence. 


but “ we have rejected the of- 
fer.” 

He said that the summit me- 
eting failed to reach agreement 
“because of Ethiopia's intran- 
sigence. Dr. Castro tried to co- 
mpromise between our various 
viewpoints, but he failed," Pre- 
sident Barre said. 

The president also affirmed 
that Somalia has no intention 
of annexing Djibouti -- the 
French Territory of Afars and 
Issas or going to war over 
the Hom of Africa region. 

He told the Egyptian daily 
that Somalia supported the in- 
dependence of Djibouti and re- 
mained commited to this posi- 
tion, unless the people of Dji- 
bouti themselves wanted to 
join Somalia. 

There was no reason to go 


to war with Ethiopia over Dji- 
bouti, he said. Even if Ethiopia 
attacked the territory, Soma- 
lia would intervene only if ask- 
ed to do so by Djibouti’s lead- 
ers to protect its independence, 
he added. 

In a separate development, 
the Lebanese rightwing weekly 
AI Sayyad reported today, quo- 
ting Arab league sources, that 
Ethiopia is considering a plan 
to invade Djibouti to protect 
its access to the Red Sea if 
Djibouti becomes allied to So- 
malia after independence. 

The magazine said the Ethi- 
opian plans were mentioned in 
a “confidential” report made 
to the Arab League by an 
Arab mission which visited 
Djibouti to supervise the inde- 
pendence referendum held there 
this month. 


The black ambassador ad- 
ded: “It is only when negotia- 
ted settlements have been 
totally refuted and rejected 
that armed struggle becomes 
inevitable.” 

Arguing that Americans had 
faced similar struggles to the 
Africans, Mr. Young said a 
“substantial revolutionary cha- 
nge” had been brought about 
in the U.S. by the black civil 
rights movement, which had 
fought a type of colonialism in 
the south of the country. 

But Rhodesian nationalist 
leader Robert Mugabe, asked 
for his impressions of Mr. 
Young’s speech, said: “It’s 

inapplicable. He’s talking about 
U.S. civil rights, what we have 
is a colonial situation.'' 

Mr. Mugabe, political leader 
of the largest guerrilla army 
fighting in Rhodesia, added: 
“I don't see any change in 
U.S. policy. He has to prove 
there is a revolution... he spe- 
aks about an internal fight, 
we have an external strug- 
gle.” 

In a prepared text to the 
conference. Mr. Young pledged 
the Carter administration to an 
all-out effort to resolve the 
problems of Southern Africa 
although the time remaining 
for such solutions was brief. 

But he did not deliver the 
prepared text, having it distri- 
buted instead to the 90 dele- 
gates from UJM. member sta- 
tes and black nationalist move- 
ments. He then delivered a 
senarate. 30 minute address. 

Mr. Young said there was a 
new Commitment to majority 


rule in Africa by the Carter 
administration. 

He also told the delegates; 
"I would remind you respect- 
fully that the history of free- 
dom in Africa is not just a 
history' of victory through aim- 
ed struggle. The majority of 
countries in Africa have achi- 
eved independence through ne- 
gotiated settlements." 

Mr. Young said it might be 
difficult or impossible to recon- 
cile the differences in Rho- 
desia and Namibia (South West 
Africa), but said economic and 
moral pressure was superior to 
military power. 

In his prepared text, Mr. 
Young said the heart of the 
tensions of - Southern Africa 
was the “smouldering racial 
crisis” in South Africa. "There 
as well time is the enemy. Re. 
fusal to take daring steps now 
will make progress later modi 
more painful if not impossible. 

“The United States will, 
therefore, let the South Afri- 
can government know that tie 
American administration stron- 
gly believes that- change In 
South Africa must begin now." 

Mr. Young said; “I will ple- 
dge to you today our support 
and best efforts for a negotia- 
ted solution to the problem 
so that we may see an inde- 
pendent Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) 
under majority rule in 1978." 

The ambassador plans to 
visit South Africa this week- 
end at the invitation of Indus- 
trialist Harry Oppenheimer. He 
will address a business audien- 
ce and meet black South Afri- 
cans. 


Issue of missing Greek-Cypriots will 
not hinder inter-communal talks today 


NICOSIA, May 19 (R). — A 
committee representing the re- 
latives of 2,500 Greek-Cypriots 
they say are missing as a re- 
sult of the 1974 Turkish inva- 
sion has cancelled plans to 
block the resumption of inter- 
communal talks, a committee 
spokesman said today. 

Greek-Cypriot negotiator Ta- 
ssos Papadopoulos told the co- 
mmittee he understood the 
Turkish-Cypriots were willing 
to discuss setting up an inter- 
national committee to inquire 
into the fate of the missing. 

Yesterday the committee an- 
nounced plans to stop Mr. Pa- 
padopoulos attending the talks 
by blocking the road leading 
to the hotel where they are to 
be resumed tomorrow. 


$1.3m needed to wipe 
smallpox off ihe earth 

GENEVA, May 19 (R). — The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) said yesterday the costs of its campaign to wipe 
smallpox from the face of the earth had risen from $2.6 million 
to $3.9 million and appealed to its 150 member states for 
additional cash. 

The WHO said that most of the extra $1.3 million would 
be earmarked for stepped-up search and surveillance opera- 
tions in Somalia, southern Ethiopia and northeastern Kenya - - 
the last area of the world still at risk. 

A special report to the WHO Annual Assembly now meet- 
ing here said smallpox had crossed and tecrossed the borders 
of these African countries since last September, carried by 
nomads. 

The target date for eradicating smallpox - - originally 
planned for late last year -- had now been put back until 
“the next few months.” 

The WHO reported this year's highest outbreak of small- 
pox last week, the seventh week i mining that cases had inc- 
reased. with the weekly total at 1 19 cases. Four cases were 
reported from Ethiopia -- the first in nine months. Most 
were in Somalia, a victim of imported smallpox from Ethiopia, 
the WHO said. 

The world health body, which began its anti-smallpox 
campaign 10 years ago, said the killer form of Asian small- 
pox had been wiped out but “ironically the relative mildness 
of the (African) strain is blamed by experts for the disease’s 
spread.” 


“After hearing what Mr. Pa- 
padopoulos had to say, we felt 
we had no choice but to call 
off this action, even though 
we do not believe the Turks 
will discuss the matter serio- 
usly,” the spokesman said. 

“They are still maintaining 
that there are no missing per- 
sons and no undeclared priso- 
ners,” he added. 

The Turks and the Turitish- 
Cypriot administration have 
consistently denied that they 
are holding any undeclared pr- 
isoners and have claimed that 
those unaccounted for were pr- 
obably killed in the purge that 
took place after the anti-Ma- 
karios coup of July 15, 1974, 
and before the Turkish land- 
ings, Five days later. 

They have also alleged that 
800 Turkish-Cypriots are still 
unaccounted for as a result of 
Greek-Cypriot actions against 
the minority community bet- 
ween 1963 and 1974. 

Greek- and Turkish-Cypriot 
negotiators meet here on Fri- 
day but observers expect no 
real progress in solving the 
political differences between 
the island’s two communities. 


At the same time on a 23,000 
sq. metre site, less than a 
kilometre from the Attilla Line 
which divides the island. Ar- 
chbishop Makarios will open 
Cyprus’s second international 
State Fair. 

It is his first public appear- 
ance since suffering a heart 
attack on April 3. 

The coincidence of the two 
events neatly illustrates the st- 
ark contrast between the eco- 
nomic progress on the Greek- 
Cypriot side and the lack of 
progress on either side tow- 
ards a settlement of the is- 
land’s communal problems. 

While the trade fair will be 
bigger and better than last 
year's with the United States 
and West Germany exhibiting 
in national pavilions for the 
first time, the most optimis- 
tic assessment of the new ro- 
und of talks is that they will 
serve to keep the negotiating 
machinery working. 

Although the two sides are 
supposed to discuss the vital 
territorial and constitutional 
matters on which they are so 
far apart, and are pledged to 
do so in “a sustained and 


meaningful” manner, it is tac- 
tily understood all round tint 
no real progress can be made 
until after the June 5 parlia- 
mentary elections in Turkey, 

Many on the Greek side wo- 
nder what is the point of hold- 
ing talks at all at this stage. 
'To talk just for the sake of 
talking,” said one prominent 
Greek-Cypriot this week, “me- 
rely gives the false impression 
that progress is being made 
and encourages the Turks to 
believe that they can stall hi- 
de finitely.” 

It is pressure from the Uni- 
ted Nations, the United States 
and the EEC countries on both 
sides to keep the negotiating 
process going at all costs which 
has brought this latest round 
of talks about. 

And so the two lawyers who 
represent their respective com- 
munities -- Mr. Papadopoulos 
for the Greek-Cypriot and Mr. 
Umit Suleiman Onan for the 
Turkish-Cypriots - - will get 
together, however reluctantly, 
across a table In the card room 
of the Ledra Palace Hotel, now 
neutral ground and headquar- 
ters for a U.N. Canadian bat- 
talion. 


French cabinet approves bill 
on election to EEC parliament 


PARIS, May 19 (AFP). — 
The French cabinet yesterday 
approved a bill on the election 
of the nine-nation European 
Parliament by universal suf- 
frage containing safeguards 
against possible moves to ex- 
tend the assembly's jurisdic- 
tion. 

Government spokesman Jean- 
Philippe Lecat said the bill 
contained an article stipulating 
that “any extension of compe- 
tence that might be claimed by 
the European Parliamentary 
Assembly” would be consider- 
ed as “void*. 

He said this clause should 
meet the requirements of “a 


British newspapers agree Likud's victory 
is not a good omen for Middle East peace 


LONDON, May 19 (R). — 
British newspapers today repor- 
ted the victory of Mr. Mena- 
chem Begin in Israels elections 
with front-page banner head- 
tines and weighty editorials 
pondering what effects the re- 
sult would have on peace In 
the area. 

"Israel poll result endangers 
peace in the area" was how the 
businessmens daily, the Finan- 
cial Times, headlined its story. 

In an editorial the news- 
paper commented that the re- 
sult made the politics of the 
Middle East as a whole more 
confused. 'The danger is that 
the winners will be those who 
have always regarded a U.S.- 
led initiative for a Middle East 
settlement only as a time- 
wasting diversion. 

“The Palestinians may well 
welcome Mr. Begin ’s arrival be- 
cause an Israeli government 
stubborn on the question of 
withdrawal postpones the diffi- 
cult day when they have to de- 
cide whether or not to accept 
a mini-state of Palestine. At the 
same time it makes life far 
more difficult for the leaden 
of Egypt, Syria and Jordan. 


They have displayed compara- 
tive moderation and a willing- 
ness to compromise. 

The newspaper concluded: 
“Until now progress towards 
peace has weakened the cause 
of the hard-line rejection ists. 
It would be a tragedy if the 
emergence of an Israeli rejec- 
tionist government strengthen- 
ed their case and drew the 
more- moderate Arab politic- 
ians into more active consi- 
deration of war to solve prob- 
lems in to Middle East.” 

The Times ran a two -column 
profile on Mr. Begin entitled: 
“Israel’s founding father reaps 
the rewards of terrorism." 

The article, by Mr. Louis 
Heren, said: “...his victory at 
the polls proves that terro- 
rism does pay. Mr. Arafat 
should be encouraged.” 

In an editorial the news- 
paper said: “The victory of 
Likud is a snub to those mode- 
rate Arab leaders and liable 
to endanger their political posi- 
tion in their own countries and 
in the Arab World at large. 

"The American administra- 
tion... is likely to be more 
cautious than ever about put- 
ting pressure on Israel for 
fear of provoking Israel's new 


extremist leaders into even 
more extreme policies with 
disastrous results. 

"On the other hand and for 
the same reason, the U.S. re- 
luctance to help Israel acquire 
very sophisticated and destruc- 
tive weapons is now likely to 
grow. 

“In the last resort, Israel’s 
new leaders will find them- 
selves confronted by the same 
hard decisions as their prede- 
cessors. In the past their role 
has been to make these hard 
decision harder. From now on 
they will be confronted with 
direct responsibility for the 
consequences of the policies 
they advocate. The world can 
only hope that they will act 
responsibly,” the Times con- 
cluded. 

The conservative Daily Tele- 
graph said that in a country 
like Israel “there are many 
differing interpretations which 
can be placed on the term 
rightwing. Mr. Menachem Be- 
gin is rightwinger by any st- 
andards.” 

The Telegraph said in an edi- 
torial that the economy was 
likely to be the area where 
change becomes most apparent 
on the home front. Tt will be 


interesting to see whether he 
is able to do anything to 
bring down Israel’s average 40 
per cent inflation rate,” it 
said. 

“On the foreign front... it 
remains to be seen whether 
the acquisition of power, coup- 
led with a suitable massage 
from President Carter,... will 
modify this stance. It would 
not be surprising. 

“All in, Israel has voted for 
decisive change. The Labour 
alignment has brought defeat 
on itself through mismanage- 
ment of the economy and the 
■ corruption revelations. The 
new road will be hard and 
rocky,” the newspaper conclu- 
ded. 

The Guardian headed its 
editorial comment: “Israel’s 

voters pull away the rug.” It 
said 'The Israelis have chos- 
en a leader whose past and 
whose policies seem certain 
to make a Middle East settle- 
ment more difficult. 

“The best thing the rest of 
a concerned world -- Israel's 
neighbours in particular -- can 
do at the moment is to leave 
the Israelis to settle their des- 
tiny themselves, and hope,” the 
Guardian concluded. 


very large part" of the Fren- 
ch National Assembly what 
the bill comes up for debate 
next June 15-16. 

Observers said the safeguard 
clause was introduced into the 
bill in a bid to reassure the 
Gaul list RPR and Communist 
Parties, who have openly op- 
posed direct election of the 
European Assembly and who 
are adversaries of any supra- 
national approach in the Euro- 
pean Economic Community. 

Under the Treaty of Rome, 
the assembly has “powers of 
deliberation and control.” But 
its powers barely go beyond 
control of the EEC budget and 
the possibility of ousting the 
EEC Commission through a 
motion of no confidence. 

Former GauHist Premier Mi- 
chel Debre has led off the at- 
tack against the direct election 
of the assembly, arguing that 
it could threaten Frances so- 
vereignty. However, observers 
believe he has failed to secure 
the full support of more than 
a minority among the 170 Gaul- 
llst RPR deputies. 

As for the Communists, their 
parliamentary group yesterday 
called for "effective guarante- 
es” to forestall any interferen- 
ce with French national sove- 
reignty. Group leader Robert 
Ballanger said there must be 
an “absolute, clear and bind- 
ing" guarantee that the Euro- 
pean Assembly would have to 
abide “strictly by the letter of 
the Treaty of Rome." 

The bill approved by the 
cabinet yesterday morning said 
France would regard any ex- 


tension of the competence of 
the European Parliament os 
void “unless it has been appro- 
ved according to the provi- 
sions of the Treaties of Parts 
and Rome and in conditions 
provided for by the (French) 
Constitution." 

Commenting on the text, M. 
Lecat avoided speculating on 
whether it would be accept- 
able to M. Debre and his fol- 
lowers and to the Communists. 

But observers predicted that 
the bill as it now stands, would 
be adopted by the National As- 
sembly. If it is, France will be 
the second EEC country, after 
Italy, to complete the ratifi- 
cation of the agreement re- 
ached, last Sept. 20. by fore- 
ign ministers of the nine, un- 
der which the first election by 
universal suffrage will be 
held throughout the EEC in a 
year’s time. 

Britain, France, West Ger- 
many and Italy will then each 
elect 81 members of the new 
400-member assembly, the Ne- 
therlands 25, Belgium 24, Den- 
mark 16, Ireland 15 and Lux- 
embourg 6. 

Yesterday’s bill included pro- 
visions for the organisation of 
polling in France. M. Lecat 
said the government had adop- 
ted a proportional system baa- - 
ed on national lists, with can- 
didates polling the highest 
average vote nationwide being 
returned. 

The government spokesman 
said this system would assure 
a fair representation in the 
European Assembly of all poli- 
tical groupings in France. 


rab Horse faces 


Every Sunday at 3:30 pjn, 
at the Royal Racing Club, Mark*. 
Admission 150 fils. 




